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Abstract: Sustainable development is a current topic, of great interest in all scientific fields and 

targets decision – making processes in institutions and enterprises, from the local to the global 

level. Based on a series of historical observations of the world, highlighting important actions of 

international bodies and analyzing Romania’s current strategy concerning sustainable 

development, a fundamental principle for the theory and practice of strategic managerial 

processes is emphasized.    
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Introduction 

Current researches on the evolution of the world have as main topic the implications of the events in 

human society in the context of the environment in which they occur. Specialists in all fields take into 

account the natural environment and the many ways in which it affected and was affected by human 

society, the well – known American professor J. Donald Hughes states [1, 5]. 

 

An overall assessment on the ages that have succeeded in the history of our planet involved an exercise of 

imagination, resorting to an analogy or metaphor. To account for the time of over thirteen billion years 

since the Big Bang, we imagine that the universe took shape thirteen years ago. According to this 

scenario, the Earth was formed five years ago, the first bipedal apes appeared three days ago, the first 

Homo sapiens fifty – three minutes ago, the entire history of civilization would stretch over three minutes, 

and modern societies would have a history of just six seconds [1, 68]. This exercise shows us that the 

history of man represents a small fraction of the age of our planet, and that the influence of humans is very 

high in the Earth’s future. 

 

At the beginning of the 20th century, the world population was of 1.6 billion inhabitants, and at the 

beginning of the 21st century it had, spectacularly, reached 6.1 billion inhabitants, namely 6 – 12% of the 

50 – 100 billions of people that had populated the Earth throughout time [1, 352]. The annual rate of 

population had reached its peak in 1964 reaching 2.17%, and in 2000 dropped to 1.26%, rate that, if 

maintained, leads to a doubling of the world population in fifty and up to fifty – five years. According to 

the estimates published by the United Nations (UN) in 2000, we can expect that in 2025 the world 

population will reach 8 billion, in 2050 at 9.3 billion, and in 2200 to stabilize at 11 billion, with growth 

trends in less developed regions [1, 354]. 

 

1. Sustainable Development – Globally Accepted Concept 

In 1972, under the auspices of the Club of Rome, a document entitled ”Growth limits” has been prepared. 

At the end of the 20th century, informed people began to get increasingly concerned of the fact that the 

world had to develop on a limited planet. This situation raises the following question: when will it reach 

the maximum number of people able to be supported by the Earth [1, 355] ? 
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The issue of relations between man and natural environment became one of the concerns of the 

international community starting with the first UN Conference on Environment (Stockholm, 1972) and 

resulted in the works of the World Commission for Environment and Development, established in 1985. 

The report of this Commission, presented in 1987 by G. H. Bruntdland and entitled ”Our common future” 

offered the first accepted definition of sustainable development as ”a development that meets the needs of 

the current generation without compromising the chances of future generations to meet their own needs”. 

The concept of sustainable development is the result of an integrated approach of political and decision – 

making factors, in which environment protection and long – term economic growth are considered 

complementary and mutually dependent [2, 10]. 

 

Local Agenda 21 (LA21) was established in 1992, as an initiative of the United Nations Conference for 

Environment and Development, known as the Earth Summit in Rio, representing the basis and plan of 

action of the sustainable development concept. The nations that have pledged to take part in LA21 are 

monitored by the International Commission for Sustainable Development and are encouraged to promote 

this programmatic tool locally and regionally in their own countries. LA21 addresses the issue of economy 

and society development by focusing on the preservation and protection of the environment and natural 

resources [3]. 

 

LA21 presents the model of sustainable development from a social, economic and environmental point of 

view. Actors such as governments, non – governmental organizations (NGO’s), industry and civil society 

are encouraged to take part in this process. LA21 provides a framework for addressing social and 

environmental issues such as air, water and soil pollution, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, health, 

demographic trends, poverty, energy consumption, issues linked to waste production and transportation. 

LA21 focuses on of a social, economic and environmental order and brings solutions to existing problems 

by encouraging more efficient practices. People are aware that sustainable development can be achievable 

without compromising the quality of life by acquiring a creative thinking and practicing sustainable 

behaviour [3]. 

 

2. Principles and Criteria for Sustainable Development 

Strategic management involves, in addition to setting long – term goals (15 – 20 years), consistent with 

the short and medium terms, also applying a set of principles and criteria effectively validated 

internationally [4]: 

 Integrated management is the principle that involves an approach in a unitary and holistic manner 

of the production, transportation, distribution, use and storage processes, taking into account the 

life cycle of products and technologies, stakeholder involvement, inter-institutional coordination, 

cooperation for the best use of resources and avoiding unnecessary repetitions. 

 Equity between generations us the sine qua non requirement, which states that current generation 

has the right to use and benefit from the Earth’s resources, with the obligation to take into account 

the long – term impact of its activity and to support the resource base and global environment for 

the benefit of future generations. 

 Caution is the decision – making tool through which response actions are undertaken 

(countermeasure) to threats linked to serious and irreversible damage caused to human health 

and/or environment when we do not have necessary scientific information. 

 Approaching the life cycle of goods, services and technologies assesses the consequences on the 

environment generated by the economic factors linked to various stages of processing and 

capitalization of market products. 

 Prevention involves the stabilization of damage brought to human health and natural capital by the 

economic phenomena and processes that could be prevented by investments and modernization 

costs, repairs, treatment or compensation; it is known that preventing damage is much more 

efficient than eliminating consequences after they have occurred. 

 Substitution involves replacing certain products and inefficient services, big consumers of 

environmental resources, with much more efficient ones, with less environmental impact and less 

harmful. 
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 The principle ”the polluter pays” or of the internalization of foreign marginal costs establishes the 

use of market mechanisms so that polluters pay the full social and environmental costs of their 

activity and that these costs be reflected in the prices and rates of goods and services. 

 Public participation requires unrestricted access to information concerning the environment, with 

certain justified exceptions (confidential business information), the right of the public to 

participate in the environmental decisions and considering their consequences, the possibility to 

react of the parties involved (stakeholders) from civil society, the right to know the possible 

environmental risks in advance. 

 The principle of good governance requires that authorities and state institutions conduct their 

activity transparently, efficiently and honestly, in terms of preventing and penalizing pollution and 

promoting environmental protection. 

 Private – public and public – private partnerships are based on direct cooperation, inter and intra-

institutional, between stakeholders represented by authorities and public institutions, NGO’s, 

groups and industrial firms, networks and business people, that, together, can obtain, by 

aggregating expertise and their efficiency, a high – added value, for the sustainability of economic 

growth at macro and microeconomic levels. 

 Cooperation between states, which includes shared responsibility, though differentiated, 

depending on the development level of the partner countries, developed countries recognizing that 

they bear a greater responsibility, including providing assistance to developing or emerging 

market economy countries.  
 

The principles and criteria of the strategic management of sustainable economic development of Romania 

are fully in line with the spirit and recommendations of the Declaration from Rio, Local Agenda21, 

Millennium Declaration and other documents approved by consensus at the global summits for sustainable 

development [4]. 
 

Conclusions 

Sustainable development is the solution negotiated and unanimously accepted globally, by all states 

represented in the international bodies that ensure the continued existence of mankind on our planet 

indefinitely. 
 

The fundamental principle of optimizing strategic decisions, in accordance with the issues raised above 

concerning sustainable development, could be synthetically formulated thusly: choosing the optimum 

option of solving managerial problems must consider environmental, economic and ethical criteria that 

lead to choosing technical means regarding transformation of resources in products with maximum – 

added value to ensure sustainable development. 
 

Typically, the principle of optimizing managerial decisions takes into account the choosing of technical 

means to achieve the goals of attaining objectives with economic criteria in legal context – efficiency, 

effectiveness with legal compliance. It is a ”one on one” principle, which can be expressed synthetically 

as ”technical means for economic purposes”. Sustainable development requires choosing”technical means 

with triple purposes – environmental, economic and ethical”. The new fundamental principle is”one to 

three”: clean environment (air, water and soil within health parameters), stimulating economic 

competition (efficiency, effectiveness within accepted legal parameters and maximum – added value) and 

pure ethics (honesty, fairness and responsibility for a civilized society). 
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