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Abstract:The present research aims to establish and to shape local government involvement in 
sustainable community development, ie it aims at re-elected people their opinions about 
problems and potential solutions, both short and long term sustainability. In this difficult time, 
tried by the economic crisis requires a partnership between the citizens of each community, 
private sector and local government to ensure sustainable development of each county in 
hand, and to ensure a decent population. This scientific approach, without intending to limit 
the approach as a process of local development, refers to two related areas of analysis: 
economic and administrative. The literature is more nuanced than regional or local 
development policies involving European, national, regional and local level. Therefore, I 
proposed a study of administrative and economic dimensions that manifest in the development 
processes of all communities, especially qualified my research by conducting a case study 
Valcea. We applied a questionnaire to 250 people, 130 in urban areas and the rest of the 
areas to highlight the link between Valcea administration, public and private partners. The 
link between these actors must obey the rules to achieve sustainable development. 
Keywords: Sustainable development, public administration, local development, citizen. 
 

Introduction 
Sustainable development is not a doctrine or a theory, but no synthesis between economy and ecology. 
A pragmatic approach to sustainable development requires the use of economic instruments to manage 
natural resources effectively. Sustainable development is not a new concept [1]. In fact, sustainable 
development is a new term for an old idea [2]. Sustainable development is understood as a new 
growth, radically opposed to the centuries dominated the nineteenth century economy - and the 
twentieth century. 
 
Content of sustainable development has crystallized over time, various personalities, including 
scientists, and politicians were concerned about permanent concept, and yet still cares. Proof are over 
500 definitions [3], which he received from the '80s to the present, at various scientific meetings on 
the subject. 
 
Although the term sustainable development as such was discussed much later, one of American 
presidents, Thomas Jefferson said in 1789: Therefore, I can say that the earth belongs to each 
generation during its existence, it deserves full and full, no generation can not exceed debt can be paid 
during their lives. 
 
“The most widely used definition is the Brundtland Commission report published in [4], namely. 
Sustainable development is aimed at the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs ". 
 
Robert Gilman, in the second phase of his life in the 1970s said that "the stars might expect, but the 
planet could not." He turned to study global sustainability. Thus, in 1979 founded the Institute, 
Context one of the first NGOs that focused directly on sustainability, ie the dimensions of community 
development (human, built, economic, etc.), in the context of major global trends (population, 
resources technological change, etc.). the concept of "sustainability refers to the ability of a society, 
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ecosystem, or any such existing system to operate continuously in an indefinite future, without 
reaching key resource depletion." 
 
According to Solow [5] is a resource to be shared between generations cake (cake-eating). If our 
successors will have the same economic behavior means that we do something reasonable. If we leave 
a smaller stock, they will have to compensate with a higher stock of scientific knowledge [6]. 
 
After JK Lynam and RW Herdt, "sustainability is the ability of a system to maintain output at a level 
approximately equal to or greater than the historical average ". [7] 
  
According to William D. Ruckelshaus:" Sustainability is the emergency doctrine by which 
development and economic progress to be made and maintained over time, within the limits set by 
ecology in the broadest sense - the interdependence of human beings and their jobs, the biosphere and 
the laws of physics and chemistry which govern it ... It follows that environmental protection and 
economic development are indeed antagonistic processes. [8] "Many people find it better that such 
problems are treated by means of a more collaborative and holistic approach, since such issues are 
confusing, multidisciplinary multiorganisational with multiple stakes and multisectoral in nature. [9]" 
 

1. Citizen Versus Local Community in Sustainable Development 
For many citizens, local government is the most tangible form of government and the government is 
also in contact with most frequently in daily life [10]. This applies to individuals who chose a 
residence and for the entrepreneur seeking a location for his business. Developing information 
technology and media have an undeniable influence on this relationship. They offer government 
agencies a chance to be closer to citizens, but in dealing with personal, local authorities still remain 
closer to citizens. Local governments' powers is that it represents citizens. Communication plays an 
important role between government and citizens, which allows communication linking people, 
between institutions and between institutions and people, like bridges invisible links, substantive 
information. In assessing public opinion about the administration, is also very important, and 
proximity to the citizens are heard by the authorities and the extent to which community issues are 
resolved. So local government responsiveness to the needs of citizens and companies is essential to 
improving local government. This requires an orientation towards customer needs and accepting that 
often provide the services is not expected. In contemporary society, communication is the most 
effective method that can improve the performance of local government in the interests of citizens and 
that it can make their objectives, strategies and basic principles of economic, social and cultural needs 
of local communities. Proper functioning of the communication process and facilitates the 
management has a strong impact on the behavior of civil servants, efficiency and timeliness in 
interactions with different classes of citizens. Orientation towards the needs of citizens is a nice 
mixture of behavior from government officials and need to be guided by the citizen as client requests, 
even when we know that people do not really want to apply for licenses, permits and other complex 
documents [11]. Improving service delivery is not an isolated process. Strengthening citizen 
participation, fight against corruption and improving the management and administration skills are 
elements present in the continuous improvement of service delivery. 
 
Regarding service delivery, citizen comes first. Basic organizational structure and behavior of 
employees should be formed in accordance with the principles of customer logic. It is difficult for the 
administration, because it is common to look that way. However, citizen satisfaction is essential. 
Naturally, this can not be viewed separately but as part of a larger whole that defines relations between 
state and society [12]. Along with trust and reliability, satisfaction in the relationship between 
government and citizens is the determining factor for government acceptance. 
 
Trust is a key element in the relationship between voters and elected representatives and is part of the 
legitimacy of representative political system. Trust must be earned by making decisions in a 
transparent, efficient and effective actions by the government and clearly defined role for elected 
representatives. Confidence is the first responsibility of government policy [13].  
 
Reliability is another key element in the relationship between citizens, governments as well as 
organizations, and society in all its citizens as individuals, companies, civil society organizations.  
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"To say that do and do what you say, "should clearly indicate what citizens can expect and respect 
these commitments. This is the main responsibility of governments and leadership, derived from this, 
the administration. A local government with good results in strengthening the local economy benefit. 
Conversely, a low reliability, as well as the provision of poor quality, is disastrous for the image and 
municipal autonomy. This involves promoting and ensuring professionalism in the public domain and 
requires long term commitments, keeping promises and deadlines. 

 
2. Government Relationship with Citizens of Valcea County 

Citizen recently became one of the makers in local development projects. In their struggle to win 
popularity, local representatives are increasingly interested in involving citizens in decision making. 
Attracting people to make decisions is an effective way to progress local government because can 
form a different opinion on a project they want to implement it, an idea that sometimes can lead to 
harmonious development of the community . 
 
The question"Are citizens involved in local development projects?", all local representatives 
interviewed, both urban and rural people, said yes. Regarding the relationship between the mayor and 
representatives of citizen involvement in local development projects in the municipality Rm Valcea, 
began by conducting public debates, but while it was found that they are not always effective, because 
the frames wider discussion citizens do not always expose the problems they face. Thus, at present, the 
authorities carried out"in areas where regular meetings will take action, talk to people on the ground, 
where it establishes a bridge between citizens and representatives of local authorities [14]."Thus arise 
some projects are aimed at local development and in direct support of the citizen. And, if the citizen is 
consulted on all ends favorable decision for both the local government on the one hand and citizens on 
the other.   
 
Regarding the relationship between representatives and citizens Valcea County Council protocol is 
compared with Hall, as president himself [15]. The County Council recognizes:"The involvement of 
citizens in local development strategies is by posting Valcea County Council website by following the 
guidelines choice achievement surveys among citizens through meetings of County Council, which are 
public"[16]. 
 
In the county of Valcea is recognized both in urban and rural areas there is effective collaboration 
between authorities and citizens."Engaging citizens in matters of local interest is very important, 
reason for all local development projects is found the city's population"[17].  
 
In urban areas, in addition to local authorities more practical so-called meetings with citizens in 
average enlarged and extended in may, authorities take into account the opinions of individual citizens 
in the daily audience at the institution. In rural areas, there is communication between the two camps. 
Most rural people practice subsistence farming, no other opportunities to earn a living, so that public 
authorities struggling to meet and agree on projects aimed at local development. People usually go to 
city hall only when encountering problems and warned authorities about the problems impeding the 
economic development of that community. Often, village development projects shall be coordinated 
with the village priest and that he communicated to the authorities, as the interface between the two 
parties. Participant observation allowed me to see that in urban areas are more open to representatives 
of the citizen, than those in rural areas. Thus, nearly urban perceive better started that we live in a 
democratic society where citizens have rights and not just obligations. 
 
There are many people eg city hall staff, businesses, local key actors (doctors, teachers, priests, 
representatives of culture, education, social assistance. police) even some councilors and ordinary 
people are involved in many social projects, and others. [19]   
 
As regards the working relationship between government and citizens, there is a discrepancy between 
urban and rural areas. Local representatives from urban areas are more open to cooperation than in 
rural areas.   
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3. Relationship with Local Citizens 
To reveal the relationship between citizens and local Valcea we applied the following questions a 
number of 250 people. 
 
First question "How do you evaluate the relationship between citizens and local 
government?"Answers to this question were ranked on a scale 1 to 5, where 1 means "very 
good" and 5 means "very bad". 
 

 
                   Source: Data collected and processed by the author in Excel format on the responses of 250   
                   respondents to the questionnaire in Annex 

 

Figure no. 1. The relationship between citizens and local urban 
 

 
                                    Source: Data collected and processed by the author in Excel format on the responses of    
                                    the 250 respondents to the questionnaire in Annex 

 

Figure no. 2. Relationship between citizens and local rural 
 

The second question "What As you think you are consulted on decisions related to your area? 
"Responses were ranked on a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 means" no "and 5 means" very much ". 
 

 
               Source: Data collected and processed by the author in Excel format on the responses of the  
              250 respondents to the questionnaire in Annex 

 

Figure no. 3. The extent to which citizens are consulted on decisions about the city they live 
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                       Source: Data collected and processed by the author in Excel format on the responses of  
                       the 250 respondents to the questionnaire in Annex. 

 

Figure no. 4. Extent to which citizens are consulted on decisions about the city they live 
 
Question. 1 shows the appreciation given by the relationship between its citizens and local 
government. More than half of people say that the relationship with local government is neither good 
nor bad. Of respondents, 27% said that is good and very good relationship with local government, 
while 21% think that being bad or very bad relationship between them and local government.  
 
Question. 2, shows the extent to which citizens are consulted on decisions taken in the locality where 
they live.   
 
Most respondents, in fact 85% of them say that urban not see or have not been consulted or lesser 
extent very little. The difference of 15% said they were consulted heavily or very great extent by the 
authorities in projects aimed at economic and social development of the locality in which they live. In 
rural areas the percentage who were not consulted by the authorities is somewhere around 79% of 
those surveyed. But overall a lack of communication between local representatives and citizens, a 
situation which is just opposite words representatives of municipalities who have applied to the 
interview. 

 
Conclusions 

Reflection on sustainable development is still evolving. Any modern urban community, every region 
and every country must assimilate and promote a strategic vision regarding its future development. 
Starting at European level and to local, as we see a series of measures taken and proposed solutions in 
support of each community.  
 
This scientific approach emerges that the government has an important role in decision-making level 
the community. This is mainly pawn brokering relationships between human factors and the 
economic, social, ecological, etc.. Sustainable development aims and try to find a theoretical 
framework for decision making stable local community, region or country in any case where such a 
report is found man / environment, be it environmental, economic or social. However, as can be seen 
without citizen involvement can not say that administrative decisions are beneficial to society. 
Following the analysis to local and county, we observed a total involvement of local authorities in 
sustainable development Valcea and development prospects of their medium and long term.  
 
In conclusion, we can say that strategic objectives for each area of development do not contradict each 
other, and more mutually supportive and contribute to the common vision on future settlements in the 
county: making positive changes, economic and social integrated environmental protection effort. 
Urban renewal and regeneration of natural capital, particularly land and contaminated water and urban 
rehabilitation by upgrading older buildings in each city by renovating facades and development 
functions to redefine these functions, and protect disadvantaged and creating a climate of coexistence 
of different ethnic groups are major objectives of local authorities as sustainable development. 
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We found that local authorities and county residents realized the importance of the principles of 
environmental protection and development. 
 
In conclusion we can say that sustainable development is a strategy by which people seek ways to 
economic development, benefiting also from the environment or that benefit the quality of life. Every 
county, every region has different sustainable development opportunities, according to their potential 
demographic, economic, and the involvement of local authorities and citizens.  
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