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“You sow a thought, you reap a deed;  

You sow a deed, you reap a habit;  

You sow a habit, you pick a character;  

You sow a character, you reap a destiny” 
Nicolae Iorga 

 

 
Abstract: In carrying out this study we started from the continuous experience of some essential interrogations 

„Why are we, Romanians, considered among the most corrupt in the world?”, „are we tributes to mental paradigms 

specific to the historical past that the Romanian people have gone through?”. The answer to such questions can only be 

extremely complex, so honesty compels me not to pretend that I could include this research theme in a few answers, 

which also suggest that it is the ultimate truth. Without proposing an exhaustive study, through this approach I intend to 

highlight some connections between the mentalities of Romania and the historical evolution of crime in the field of 

corruption, a crime that profoundly affects the current generation, but especially future generations. In this study I 

consider focusing on the register of social subjectivity, determined by the mentalities with important imprint in 

Romanian society. 
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Introduction 

 

An analysis of corruption in Romania, from the perspective of the evolution of the mentalities of the 

Romanian people, from my point of view, represents an analysis of the global image of the Romanian past, 

of how contemporary people see themselves, and how they perceive and imagine the world around them, 

according to the value systems on which they shape their reactions, attitudes and behaviors in the face of the 

political and social natural environment in which they live. 

In order to carry out a relevant analysis regarding their mentalities and their role in the production of 

acts of corruption, I believe that it is necessary to consider not the abstract man, but the man, the Romanian, 

with all the feelings and emotions he has throughout his life, with the passions and crises that accompany 

him. And in this respect, as it can be seen in the quote extracted from the works of Nicolae Iorga, above, I 

think it is important that the analysis also takes into account the thoughts of Romanians in order to anticipate 

what fate is predestined for them, depending on their deeds, customs and character. 

It is also important to study and analyze whether the current mentalities and the current system of 

values constitute obstacles, even if confused, in preventing and combating corruption in Romania as a result 

of irrational attitudes and behaviors, and in this context to identify and combat those factors of resistance in 

the path of progress. 

 

1. About mentality and its significance 

 

Etymologically, the word “mentality” comes from the adjective “mental”, meaning spirit, intellect, 

which has its original source in the Latin "mens" (mind). 

For the first time the word "mental" was introduced into the vocabulary of the French language in the 

mid-14th century, and its derivative “mentalité” in the mid-19th century, being borrowed from the English 

“mentality”, whose initial philosophical significance consisted in “the way of thinking and feeling of a 

nation, of a certain group of people...” [1]. Thus, it can obviously be said that “mentality designates the 

particular way of thinking and feeling of a nation or a particular group of people”. We have in mind the 
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collective mentality, which is common to an entire nation and inseparable in time and space, in terms of 

conceptions, expressions, myths and values recognized or understood by the entire Romanian society. 

Although a systematic and explicit treatment of the term mentality, from the scientific perspective of 

different disciplines, has been a rather rare exercise, however since the 19th century, this term occupies an 

important place in everyday language, in the opinion of specialists, having as general meaning “the 

prevailing way of thinking at some point in a society”. 

Over time, the term mentality has acquired various definitions from one author to another. Thus, 

Jacques Le Goff considers mentalities to be “a set of ready-made ideas, which individuals express 

spontaneously, in a certain human environment and during a certain period”. According to Michel Vovelle, 

mentalities include “all forms of cultural expression, from those specific to scholarly culture, to the 

unconscious level of collective sensitivity, mirrored by the most everyday attitudes, behaviors and 

representations characteristic of popular culture”. For Hagen Schulze, mentalities are represented by “the 

image that society builds about itself, surprising social norms and axioms, as well as universes of collective 

meanings and paradigms of legitimacy”. Together, they make up the “subjective collective reality”, which is 

the foundation, the original cause, for both social and individual behaviors. 

According to the researchers, mentality is a structure that “stands at the meeting point between the 

individual and the collective, between the unconscious and the intentional, between structural and 

conjuncture, between marginal and general” [2]. In this respect, it is obvious that the mentality, first of all, 

manifests itself at the social level in the form of opinions, beliefs and prejudices. But for this, mentality is 

born in the individual, because any opinion, faith and prejudice is related to the structure and mental activity 

of that person, and then, once formed, they condition the perception of realities and determine the social 

behavior of the persons. Moreover, taking into account the notion of “mental wreck”, J. Le Goff states that 

“all that is deeply rooted, born of improvisation and reflex, machine gestures, unthinking words (...), come 

from far away and testify of their long and deep infiltration into society's systems of thought” [2], so that 

“inertia becomes a vital historical force” [3]. As a result, Le Goff also appreciates that at the beginning of the 

20th century, the term mentality acquired a derogatory meaning of “retarded, backward” meaning something 

“deficient”. Treating the mentality from an ethnological point of view, Lévy-Bruhl considers that it 

represents a psyche of the primitives, understood as a collective phenomenon that excludes individual 

psychosis, characterized by automatisms and involuntary reflexes [4]. 

In order to properly analyze the role of mindsets in adopting attitudes and behaviors, it is necessary 

to also highlight the main types of mentalities, as revealed by different researchers. 

- After the direction of the mental orientation, Ursula Sandner [5], appreciates that there is a 

mentality oriented towards survival and a mentality oriented towards success. The survival-oriented 

mentality consists in the fact that people, not trusting their own powers, seek to find safety outside 

themselves, in identifying the opportunities and possibilities of accomplishing them in their relationships 

with other people. Such persons cling to “any relationship, at any cost”, accepting any kind of compromises, 

without considering in detail the risks to which they are exposed. As a result, they consider that any 

successful person, who has succeeded in various exams and competitions, accessed various public 

institutions or was promoted in office, has definitely had a relationship and it must have “cost” something. 

The mentality of these people is based on beliefs such as: “without a relationship you certainly can’t”, 

“without a Pile-Gifts-Relationships (PCR) you can’t achieve anything”, etc.; The success-oriented mentality 

consists in the fact that people with such kind of mentality are strong and self-confident, consider that they 

can cope with the complex aspects of life, no matter what. Such people continually invest in their personal 

and professional development, an investment on the basis of which they make action plans which they 

implement with great courage, perseverance and determination. Success, however, is not continuous for 

these people either. Alternatively, periods of success are followed by periods of failure, and vice versa. 

However, these people know that success depends only on them and the skills they constantly develop, to 

learn from any mistake of themselves or other people, to become wiser, not to accept to become dependent 

on anyone and nothing. Successful-oriented people develop healthy and functional relationships with other 

people, do not accept compromises, truly cherishing their own freedom. Believing in their own truth, 

successful people do not let themselves be influenced by the collective mind, by what others say and do. The 

mentality of these people is based on beliefs like “knowledge is power” and they do their best in achieving it. 

- According to the evolution of mentality, Dweck [6], considers that there is a fixed mentality and 

flexible mentality. Fixed mentality is the situation where people, considering that their basic traits and 

abilities are just fixed traits, stagnate in their own development and give up easily, avoiding challenges, 

because they see effort as useless, feel threatened by other people’s success, ignoring feedback and criticism. 

People of this type want affirmation, but rely too much on their natural skills and abilities without seeking 

growth through training and study. Flexible or growing mentality is a situation where people are confident 
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that they can develop and value the efforts they make to improve their performance. These people do well in 

difficult situations and are persistent, convinced that through effort and exercise they can improve their skills 

and performance. On these grounds, people with a growth mentality embrace challenges and continually 

develop, considering useful any development effort and learning from other people’s success. These types of 

people are malleable and eager to acquire new things, two aspects that are essential to succeed in life [7]. 

Having made huge contributions to deepening studies and research on fixed and flexible mentality, Carol 

Dweck believes that individuals should not be aware of their own mentality, but their mentality can be 

highlighted on the basis of their attitude and behavior, especially by the reaction they have following a 

failure [7].  

- By the degree of productivity, Chris Argyris [8], found that there is a defensive mentality and a 

productive mentality. Defensive mentality is a self-protection mentality, in which people seek only 

information that protects them. In such mindsets, the truth can be stopped when seen as threatening. Such a 

mentality leads to learning based on false assumptions and can prevent learning entirely. The productive 

mentality, as a mentality that should be dominant, pursues a valid knowledge that can be tested to create 

informed choices and decisions, thus making the reasoning transparent [9]. 

- According to the degree of adherence to ideas, Daniel David [10], also speaks of the so-called 

“collectivist mentality” [11], which belongs to the dominant groups in society (the generation over 55 years) 

and which because they have as belief the phrase “who is not with us, is against us” cannot be an engine for 

society [12], as well as of the “autonomous mentality”, specific to autonomous people, individualized by 

options that are sometimes different from those of the group of origin, but which is voluntary in solidarity on 

the basis of common values. 

In Romania, in everyday language there is also, very often, talk of other types of mentality at the 

social level, such as: - “communist mentality”, with negative meanings, of course, mentality of survival 

based on piles-knowledge and relations, as manifested in the communist dictatorial regime, dominated by the 

single party ruling politics and the cult of personality, censorship and lying with the rank of law starting at 

the highest level of the state, which has generated and still maintains the chronic distrust of the Romanian 

people, of poverty with multiple and serious shortages generating generalized thefts from public property, as 

well as constraints of all kinds, etc., and “Occidental mentality”, with positive meanings, totally opposite to 

the communist one, which focus on democracy, the rule of law, well-being and prosperity, respect for 

principles and a system of values specific to the civilized and developed world, which allows the evolution 

towards new performance and the modernization of society based on high standards, valid for all States 

adhering to Western principles, etc.; - “Eastern mentality”, the denial of Western traditions and culture and 

the adoption of attitudes contrary to European principles and values, in which, unfortunately, the sense of 

value and quality is as non-existent, and the “Western mentality”, which is based on values such as fairness, 

honor and dignity, honesty and work, as well as respected laws and independent justice, which help to 

assimilate such productive mindsets, oriented towards high performance. Also, in the everyday language, at 

an individual level, it is spoken of the concept of “retrograde mentality” or “progressive mentality”, 

“negative mentality” or “positive mentality”, “strong mentality” and “healthy mentality”, in relation to 

which mental strength is important and makes a difference on the basis of three key elements, namely: - the 

objective way in which each person looks at the problems they face; - the action plan on which people rely to 

solve problems through the efficient use of their own resources; - the will and motivation that people have in 

order to put into practice the solutions devised in the plan. And in Stefano Elio D'Anna's vision, "the 

negative thinking and sense of humanity is the primary root of all the world's problems, from the endemic 

poverty of entire regions of the planet, to crime and war", and it seems that it has 

By joining NATO and the EU, Romania has agreed to adhere to Western, Occidental mentalities, 

which inevitably entails the establishment in our country of unanimously accepted and universally valid 

rules, in order to establish a new “unity in diversity”, but the results expected by the Romanian people, the 

stable and the migratory one, still fail to appear in this respect. 

Delays in the emergence and strengthening of Western mindsets are explained by researchers, in 

studies concerning change, in that change of mentality is met by the greatest resistance on the part of people. 

In Carol Dweck's view, anyone can change their mindset into a flexible one, but anyone's effort to change 

their mindset must be accompanied and coordinated by a new system of faiths, trust in all state institutions 

and their leaders, central and local. 

 

2. Specific contexts of the emergence and consolidation of corruption in Romania 

 

Corruption, which always involving two factors “corruptor” (the one who provides) and “corrupt” 

(the one who accepts/receives), represents a violation of the law, from a criminological point of view, 
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consisting of an illegal and immoral activity carried out in virtue of the function occupied by the corrupt, in 

order to obtain benefits and other advantages, as the case may be. As a phenomenon, endemic corruption is 

presented in the form of a vicious circle, consisting of corrupt and corruptors, in which none have any 

interest in reporting the deed, corruption being thus very difficult to discover.  

2.1. The historical context of corruption in Romania. In order to be able to carry out a relevant 

analysis of the role and influence of mentalities on corruption, we try in the following rows to make a brief 

historical foray, of the last five hundred years, on the manifestations and scandals of corruption in Romania. 

Middle Ages. As in any other state of the world, regardless of its level of economic-social 

development and civilization, corruption has a long and negative historical tradition, which began hundreds 

of years ago, with the establishment of the Phanariote rulers, when the throne of Moldova or Wallachia was 

bought with a lot of money offered as “bribe” to the Turkish sultans [13]. In the same period, a system of 

payment of functions was also imposed, whereby any person with a status who wished to hold a position in 

the court of the ruler had to provide him with a considerable amount of money, in relation to the social and 

financial importance of the function which was the subject of the immoral transaction, as well as the 

performance conferred by it. Thus, in the Romanian Middle Ages, the offering and receiving of money or 

other valuables, which had predominantly immoral purposes, was an attribute of the reign and of the high 

representatives of the state, the common people being totally excluded from it. 

Since any amount paid as a bribe had to be recovered by the person who gave it, through the abusive 

increase of taxes and duties there was also an increase in the pressure of the bureaus on the people, thus 

creating conditions for the flourishing of corruption, not only at a high level, but also in the case of the 

ordinary population [14], which, as a result of such dispossessions, had to ensure their survival by calling on 

the same Machiavellian means used by the representatives of the State.  

One of the main causes of corruption in the Middle Ages is the need to hire and advance corruptors 

in functions, the corrupt ones imposing the price for this purpose [15]. This situation seems to be just as 

current today. 

The beginning period of Modern Romania. Reign of Alexandru Ioan Cuza (1859-1866). During 

the reign of Alexandru Ioan Cuza, known as the early period of Modern Romania, there was also high-level 

corruption, which was linked to people around his girlfriend, Maria Obrenovici, who brokered contracts of 

state-owned companies, for the construction of public roads, against extremely consistent commissions. This 

is when corruption becomes institutionalized as a result of the initiation and development of business with 

the state. Corruption was also widespread on officials in the administration, as well as on the justice system. 

In the context of the corruption that existed at the time, Alexandru Ioan Cuza is regarded as the first leader 

who, after the union of the Romanian Principalities (Moldova and Wallachia), “invented” the fight against 

corruption, being the author of the first Criminal Code of Modern Romania, which established extremely 

harsh punishments were for corrupt people, especially those with public functions and corrupt politicians 

[16]. 

Thus, if, in large part, in the territory of today’s Romania corruption has been rooted due to foreign 

domination over these territories, subsequently it has strengthened due to internal political struggles for 

power and supremacy, the situation being valid today. In this sense, a passage from the writings of those 

times of our national poet, Mihai Eminescu (1850-1889) is evocative: “Public functions are often in the 

hands of broken people, struck by court sentences. Those who make up the bulk of this army of political 

filibusters are the public officials, all types of speculators, who, in exchange for their individual benefits, 

give their rulers more than blind obedience. Nothing is more dangerous for the conscience of a people than 

the sight of corruption and nullity rewarded [...]. This view takes people's confidence in the value of work 

and the safety of merit. By giving them daily examples that, without knowing anything and without being 

worked, someone can become rich and honorable [...] the intellectual contagion becomes endemic, epidemic, 

moving from the small group [...] to growing groups of citizens”. Moreover, bribery and corruption being 

part of the urban daily landscape of his time, lids the Evening Star of Romanian poetry, Mihai Eminescu, to 

state that “bribes are able to penetrate anywhere in this country, for bribes the highest heads of the 

administration sell the blood and wealth of a generation”. Also Mihai Eminescu, stated that “All the hungry 

pack of individuals who do not know how to work and whose only hope is an ignorant government, that will 

feed them from the budget, throw themselves over the country like wolves in the flock of sheep; starting with 

the capital and ending with the extreme north of the country, everywhere pressure, everywhere corruption, 

everywhere lawlessness” [17]. 

Interwar period. During the two world wars and the interwar period, historians estimate that the 

great business of institutionalized corruption appear, in which overestimated contracts with the state were 

concluded, on the basis of the payment of huge commissions to those who signed the contracts from the state 

[18]. 
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The situation during this period is described very eloquently by the poet Tudor Arghezi (1880-1967), 

who referring to the politicians of the time, stated: “You show, by the daily parable, that corruption is the 

laziest means of living in Romania. This (corruption), is the evil spirit that breaks up Romanian societies and 

destroys them to the end; it (corruption), is the venom that gives way to social movements and discontent [...] 

contributes to the breakdown of the public spirit, to make it no longer believe in law or good, to expect 

nothing from work, everything from scheme and habit” [19]. 

Romania's communist period. What is specific to corruption during the communist period is that it 

has manifested itself predominantly at the micro level. Perhaps also because persons in the political 

nomenclature in various functions of the state, at central and local level, had certain degrees of immunity, 

criminal investigations being marked by mandatory information of the Communist party and by specific 

cumbersome and binding procedures. 

Communism in Romania was marked by ownership of goods as property of the entire people, by 

poverty of the majority of the population and by severe shortage of food and non-food products on store 

shelves. Even if there was almost nothing on the shelves, if you knew how to turn to, it all worked out. What 

did you have to give? Mainly, there were a few products in great demand, and those deficient, depending on 

the situation that had to be solved: - a sum of money, however small, was the most appreciated means of 

bribery; maybe 10 lei, 100 lei, 200 lei or more..., depending on the problem to be solved; - a bottle of 

whisky, a drink which was not usually found, and which, therefore, was highly appreciated by the corrupt; - 

a pack or cartridge of Kent cigarettes, which was most appreciated by corrupt people, because it was not easy 

to be found either; - a packet of coffee or a can of soluble “Ness”, etc. The most widely used means of the 

bribery, however, was the Kent cigarette pack. It had already entered the popular consciousness that without 

a “kent” you do nothing. That is how a kent pack could go, unused, a long route, to reach again the person 

who originally offered it, or put it for sale at a store, where he had relations, in this sense. To whom was it 

given? In principle, it was given to anyone who needed it, in order to solve the problem that “burned”: the 

official, the policeman, the doctor, the salesman, the porter, the guard, etc. Why was it given? For any 

problem, depending on the difficulties involved in solving it, but also in the hope of maintaining good 

relationships for the future, for the same purpose, for oneself or for friends in your own entourage. Situations 

can be exemplified in this respect, such as: - to succeed in different exams (in college, employment, 

promotion, etc.) - to obtain mandatory employment approvals; - for obtaining approvals for the purchase of 

durable goods, i.e. stove cylinder, refrigerator, color TV, automatic washing machine, as appropriate; - to be 

overlooked in case of one was caught with materials and tools stolen from the workplace; - to buy deficient 

food and non-food products, including fuel for cars, and not to stand in line to purchase them; - in order to 

provide preferential medical care; - to easily obtain a driving license; - in order not to be sanctioned by the 

traffic police in case of violation of traffic rules, etc. And such cases could still be exemplified. 

This way, during the communist period, the survival-oriented mentality was generalized, in which 

people seek to find safety in relation to their exterior, by identifying opportunities and possibilities for their 

realization in their relations with other people, through the intercession of bribes, which they have called in 

popular terms “payoff”. In communism, the pattern of the resourceful man developed, who, through various 

networks of piles, relationships, interests and payoffs, managed to obtain everything he wanted, without 

obeying the rules of political power at the time. Moreover, multiple complicities created a “perverse” organic 

solidarity that also supported the manifestations of corruption in the social environment. Thus, the success of 

anyone during this period was linked to the belief of everyone else, that “without piles, gifts and 

relationships” you can have nothing. This characteristic is part of the mental and intellectual structure of an 

entire generation, of the generation that bore the consequences of communist totalitarianism. But is this 

feature still passed on to future generations? It seems so! But the true claim can only be made by specialists, 

based on complex and large-scale scientific studies at national level. 

2.2. The current social context of corruption. Today, corruption in Romania is perceived as a 

generalized phenomenon, encompassing all the structures and levels of Romanian society, being part of 

everyday life, as stated by Karla Engelhard [20], who believes that the entire Romanian political system is 

corrupt and dirty. 

As a generalized phenomenon seriously affecting democracy, corruption in Romania encompasses 

both “great corruption” and “small corruption” [21]. On one hand, great corruption concerns political or 

high-level corruption, involving the governing structures of the state and its institutions at central and local 

level, in which individuals use their official position, in order to continuously enhance their own wealth and 

wellbeing, by elaborating abusively, through undemocratic means, policies, strategies and laws, in order to 

obtain private benefits, but also through appointments and promotions to various positions, in public 

institutions of the state, without objective proof of the skills and practical skills held. On the other hand, the 

small corruption corresponds to bureaucratic and administrative corruption, found at the level of institutions 
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within the central and local public administration, where citizens have direct contact with officials, who must 

apply policies, strategies and laws, corruption which manifests itself, through the most subtle methods, 

regarding the claim and acceptance of money or other material benefits, in order to fulfill, not perform or 

delay the performance of an act in respect of their duties of service [21]. 

An important aspect, related to high-level political corruption in Romania, is the actions taken, as 

appropriate, by individuals, groups of individuals and firms, both in the public and private sectors, to 

influence the elaboration and implementation of various government policies, laws, ordinances and 

regulations, for their own personal interest or interest groups, in order to obtain illicit and non-transparent 

benefits. More recently, politicians and statesmen, together with a fierce fight against justice, are also 

seeking an abusive and non-transparent change of criminal laws, in order to ensure themselves, as well as the 

members of their interest group, protection over the wrongdoing committed and to keep them in power in the 

state. 

At the local level, political corruption is linked to actions taken by politicians at this level (mayors, 

county council presidents, local and county councilors), as well as individuals, groups of individuals and 

firms, both in the public and private sectors, to influence the development and implementation of various 

public policies at local level, decisions, methodologies and regulations leading to illicit benefits for personal 

gain and that of the interest groups from the level of the territorial administrative unit in which they operate. 

At the level of the different sectors of activity, multiple and complex forms of systemic corruption 

were imposed. They affected the organizational and functional systems of the institutions and organizations 

in which they manifest themselves, as well as the sectors of activity to which they belonged, which were 

organized as a system of institutions (education, health, justice, police, customs system, etc.). The anti-

corruption reforms were imposed with great difficulties, while they remained “slightly reversible”; this form 

of corruption negatively and seriously affects the organizational culture. 

Thus, from the above, it is obvious that after 1989, the quality of a resourceful man and the instinct 

for survival developed on a new and genuine turntable, so that corruption and its forms of manifestation sat 

on unsuspecting trajectories until then, involving mainly people from the elite of society, the amounts 

circulated being from several hundred or thousands of Euros , up to amounts in the tens of millions, related 

to commissions in percentages of 5, 10, 20 or even 30% of the value of the contracts concluded. 

As a result, due to the bureaucracy and widespread corruption in Romania, in the 30 years after the 

revolution, nearly five million Romanians left the country to work abroad, which is considered the largest 

voluntary exodus in the history of Europe. 

Among the recognized causes of corruption in Romania, are considered to be: - personality factors 

(individualism, lack of respect for rule and convention, lack of character, overvaluation); - opportunism and 

opportunity; - the system of personal beliefs and values; - habit; - the type of majority behavior cultivated in 

the socio-cultural and professional environment to which the persons belong and to which they relate; - its 

own resistance to change; - lack of resistance to temptations; - socio-professional environmental factors; - 

how to integrate and relate to society and members of society; - the external pressure of corrupting “bidders”, 

which encourages a type of thinking of corrupts such as “do it only this time ..., as an exception”; - the power 

of example; - Romanian mentality, which can encourage corrupt behaviors, etc. 

 

3. The role and influence of mentality in facilitating corruption in Romania 

 

In view of the aspects highlighted by this brief study, including with regard to some causes of 

corruption, the question that can logically be asked is “What is the role and influence of mentality in 

adopting corruptible vs. incorruptible attitudes and behaviors in Romania? How can corruption in Romania 

be limited to acceptable levels? Anyway, it's not easy at all...! 

When we say that corruption in Romania is not at all simple to limit, we consider the special role that 

the influence of mentality has in facilitating this phenomenon. That is, the immoral mentality represented by 

abuse and corruption, primarily in the area of power, is over five hundred years old, which is subsequently 

the basis of the spread like a virus among the broad masses of the people, in their attitude and behaviors, by 

taking negative examples from the great ancestors. 

Nowadays, the political and populist struggle for power generates massive increases in the size of 

corruption. By its way of being, the mentality of Romanian politicians, aiming as a red thread to continue 

and imitate the immoral mentality manifested in the last hundred years, is a collectivist, defensive, fixed and 

survival mentality, whereby they, no matter when and how they come to power, aim first and foremost to 

strengthen relations in order to keep them in power for a long time, while increasing in any way personal 

wealth and less the continuous improvement of skills, in the service of the people who chose them. Thus, the 

mentality of the politician to demand or accept bribes, represents a serious and fundamental obstacle in 
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preventing and combating corruption in Romania, as a result of the transmission of corruptible and irrational 

attitudes and behaviors at all levels of leadership of society, including the large masses of the population, 

who take them over by imitation. Moreover, over the past two years, the rigidity of the immoral mentality of 

politicians and the barriers to its change were also highlighted by the fierce fight against justice, when they 

felt the great threat coming from its area, following the important files of financial fraud and corruption that 

were being investigated, but especially the criminal punishments with execution that they risked, having 

regard to the judicial precedents which were sufficiently relevant and conclusive previous examples, for the 

bleak future that awaited those at odds with the law. 

For bribes, all elites from power have been in a position to massively exploit in the private interest, 

the national wealth of the next generations. This has made the Romanian state to be and remain weak in 

terms of Romania’s economic and financial performance, education and health performance, the latter also 

highlighted by the management of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus pandemic. In this respect, we also consider 

the lack of performance in the field of road, rail, air and naval infrastructure, where there are suspicions of 

high fees for contracts concluded with the State. We also consider the lack of performance in the exploitation 

of soil and subsoil riches in the national interest, including the protection of forests in Romania, which have 

been the subject of numerous media scandals and cases of abuse and corruption, the situation being likely to 

affect the environment in Romania as a result of the massive deforestation of wild forests. More grave, the 

lack of performance is mainly determined by the fact that, through corruption and political abuse, elites have 

been suppressed, people of a certain value being destroyed or marginalized, while opportunists have been 

promoted to leadership positions [22], which makes Romania not perform in many respects, compared to 

most countries in the European Union. 

Aware of the mentality of the Romanian politician, compared to that of developed and civilized 

countries, the ordinary Romanian shows great confusion generated by all sorts of suspicions, when he really 

aims to be incorruptible. First, he wants “a country like abroad”, as in the West, where all people, regardless 

of function, recognize and consistently respect a value system that allows everyone to grow according to 

their own capacities and goals. Secondly, with a Western mentality, flexible, productive and successfully 

oriented, honest people do not want to imitate the behaviors of immoral politicians based on lies and lack of 

transparency, but they constantly face the toughest barriers of immoral mentality, from those of a 

bureaucratic nature to the most sophisticated forms of corruption, which continually the suspicion and 

increase distrust in the fairness of public institutions and their leaders. Thirdly, characteristics specific to the 

opportunistic, resourceful and obedient human beings are continuously developing among the population, 

characteristics also based on lies and lack of transparency in direct connection with the best employment and 

promotion to various important positions, regardless of personal and professional qualities. Given this 

complicated context, the ordinary Romanian who appreciates that he no longer has a chance in the country 

and does not accept these realities, and who wants a new life and prosperity through work based on a solid 

value system, migrates, leaving the country and finds an acceptable job offer where he believes he can adapt. 

As a result, in the more than thirty years since the revolution, more than five million Romanians have left the 

country, which is considered the largest population exodus of a European country.  

The forms of political corruption manifested at high, national and local level, especially the most 

sophisticated ones, through the negative example it offers, are very serious, being the basis of systemic and 

endemic corruption, because they tend to turn into a mentality and become a true lifestyle for people 

„resourceful” actively involved in politics and business, a real maze from which one can only come out off 

with great difficulty [23]. An example in this respect is also the fierce fight against the Romanian Justice, 

with the precise aim of destroying the National Anti-corruption Division, through the subtle corruption of 

some basic institutions of the rule of law, namely the Constitutional Court (CCR), the People's Advocate, the 

National Council of Audiovisuals (NAC), the National Council for Combating Discrimination (CNCD), etc. 

I have often tried not to believe in the involvement of some form of corruption or abuse in various 

situations, in my attempt to increase the level of optimism and confidence of some young people in the 

beginnings of their social and professional lives. This is because I am characterized by rational optimism, in 

the hope of essential and fundamental changes in the anti-corruption mentality, as a result of the 

strengthening of the individual and social level of consciousness of the Romanian people stable and 

migratory. However, I can say, without any equivocation, that so many times, many people have shown me 

the opposite, with obvious evidence concerning the existence and nature of complicity in favor of abusive 

and corruptible conduct. Such situations only point out that immoral mentalities, including the mentality of 

offering or receiving only something for the provision of a service, come precisely from the mists of time, 

being deeply rooted in the Romanian system of thought. 

Basically, the poverty of the years of communism and the freedom that emerged after 1990 opened a 

fierce race of enrichment, for all those “resourceful”, most of them masters of the Machiavellian principle 
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“the purpose excuses the means”, but which has seriously “infected” many of those who still believed in 

prosperity through work and honesty.  

At the heart of corruption in Romania is the lack of transparency and the endemic lying, promoted by 

all public institutions, deeply and severely politicized. The lie, which is specific to the communist mentality, 

is heavily promoted at the rank of law at the expense of constructive transparency. Lying, stealing, abuse and 

corruption after 1990 are those that continue to maintain chronic distrust of the population in the state and its 

institutions. In this respect, the EU institutions themselves appreciate that in Romania one is said and 

something else is done. 

Given the lies and the migration of a large part of the Romanian population, as in Mihai Eminescu’s 

time, for the most part, nullity is rewarded in all public systems and institutions, so the population loses 

confidence in them due to bureaucracy, corruption and the lack of an organizational culture based on 

meritocracy. 

Concluding on the role and influence of mentality, we can say that in Romania, corruption is not a 

conjuncture problem, but is a structural problem, starting with individual mental structures, continuing with 

collective institutional structures. The manifestation of acts of corruption, as reflex and machine gestures on 

the part of corrupts and corrupters, often highlight the ingrained character of this phenomenon, deeply 

infiltrated in the thinking system of Romanian inertial society. And this fact is highlighted by the very 

realities of the present, when arrests are made by the judiciary for corruption offenses committed in the midst 

of a coronavirus pandemic, including among police officers who have asked for bribes to ensure that a 

solution of classification and blocking of the investigation is put in place in the Prosecutor General’s Office, 

the estimated amount of bribes in this file is of 1.1 million EUR. 

 

Conclusions 

 

According to the findings of this modest empirical study, we can say that in Romania the mentality 

has an extremely important role in adopting corruptible behaviors or, as the case may be, incorruptible 

attitudes and behaviors. Also now, at least partially and synthetically, I think we can answer the questions in 

the abstract. Yes, we, Romanians, are considered among the most corrupt in the world, because, like any 

primitive, we have fixed ourselves on the retrograde mentalities specific to the Middle Ages and those of the 

communist past, being tributaries of the mental paradigms specific to those times. 

Thus, Romanians are tributes to mental models specific to the historical past that they have gone 

through which include lying and lack of transparency, but these are not the most decisive causes of 

corruption in Romania, they are intended to maintain the living fire of this true scourge. Fixed and negative 

communist mentalities, lack of transparency and lies, all generate suspicions that behind them would be 

something hidden, something like conspiracies and immoral group interests, what continuously and 

negatively affect the perception of Romanians regarding corruption, even if most of them were not involved 

in it as corrupters. 

Also, in our opinion, high-level corruption, the great corruption, could not have reached such 

developments, had it not been for the generalized mentality of the small corruption, which comes in time, 

from the poverty and customs of communist life, so that the fault belongs to all of us, both to those who give 

and to those who accept and receive bribes by virtue of a confusing and incomprehensible inertia. 

Despite the activities of preventing and combating acts of corruption carried out by the judicial 

institutions of the state, there are still many people who demand, offer or, where appropriate, accept and 

receive, nonchalantly, bribes. There is no special profile of people who give or receive bribes. No one is born 

receiving bribes. One can speak of a behavior learned and cultivated by the power of example. And, in the 

case of corruption in Romania, the most dangerous example is the one that comes from top to bottom, 

because it leads to its generalization among the broad masses of the population. 

Following these findings, we appreciate that the fight against corruption must change the collectivist 

thinking of politicians. Measures to reduce corruption, conflicts of interest and favoritism must be associated 

with profound structural and mental changes within public bodies and society in general, and not simply by 

adopting legislation and ensuring purely formal conformity [24]. We have in mind the total renunciation of 

lies and lack of transparency, as well as the exact observance of laws, first of all by those who have assumed 

them, by elaborating them, an important condition for increasing the degree of trust in state institutions and 

leaders, as well as the degree of compliance among the entire population. Also, in our view, the deep and 

sustainable consolidation of the positive mentality in conditions of transparency should lead to another type 

of behavior learned through the power of example, that of honorary resignation in various situations of 

failure. Thus, we have in mind that in the face of unfavorable developments in integrity situations, honor 

obliges everyone to take on mistakes and mistakes, without trying to be transferred to someone else. Only 
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justice can establish the truth and do justice in any situation. No one can be above the law, and no one can be 

considered de facto innocent. 

In order to limit or eliminate, in the happiest case, corruption in the public institutions of the state 

(starting with the fundamental ones: Parliament, Government, ministries, etc.), central and local, as well as in 

any type of organization, including from the judiciary, we consider that it is necessary, at the same time, to 

reduce the tolerance to any integrity incident and to develop the attitude of their rejection on the part of all 

employees in the organization, as a desire for all organizations, and in particular the leader of the 

organization, who must know how to develop a fair and positive attitude for subordinates, but also to convey 

to them, at any opportunity, that he does not tolerate any dysfunction, demonstrating this by his personal 

example. 

At the same time, for Romania to have a successful European destiny, to be a country like in the 

West as honest Romanians want it, we appreciate that there is an urgent need to change the retrograde 

mentality and the negative spirit, the source of endemic poverty and corruption in this country. To this end, 

eliminating any kind of resistance forever, the change of mentality and the fight against corruption must start 

from within the political class, in order for it to improve its ability to build “vocation leaders”, based on three 

important criteria: - have passion for what they do (not do things because they work well as they are); - show 

high responsibility (in the sense of tracking results not for themselves, but for those who voted for him); - 

have a sense of proportion, thrift and good measure (not to be dominated by interest groups and primitive 

impulses) [25]. 

Finally, we appreciate that, in order to ensure the sustainability and durability of the European 

destiny, new mindsets should be able to ensure that the mistakes of our past and our forefathers cannot be 

repeated. In this way, certainly, new inertia will become a positive vital historical force that will work only 

in the major interest of the Romanian people, which deserves to have a real winning destiny. 
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