
Acta Universitatis George Bacovia. Juridica  - Volume 8. Issue 1/2019 - http://juridica.ugb.ro/ - 

Gabriel TĂNĂSESCU 

= ISSN 2285-0171                                   ISSN-L=2285-0171 

 

Criminological analysis of the suicidal act preceded by conjugal murder or 

filicide 

 

 

Gabriel TĂNĂSESCU Ph.D 

University of Craiova, Romania 

gabrieltanasescu@gmail.com 

 

 

Abstract: Conjugal murder precedes suicide, but passage to act is influenced by the death of the murderer's 

Superego and the presence of justification of suicide in his being. The suicidal act depends on certain existential 

situations of conjugal murder. The absence of the Moral Court opens in the conjugal murderer the project of the 

finality of the pulse of destruction and the death pulse. The inhibition of the Superego of any force over the criminal 

ego, the ineffective of social barriers, the absence of the public guard make it possible to committing the crime. The 

etiology of the evil act, the murderer kills his wife and children, may have influences in the religious life of the family. 

Filicide and malignant aggression (Erich Fromm,2015, in Anatomy of Human Destructiveness develops the concept) 

reveal the Ego the path to nothingness, suicide being the only means of eliminating torture of the complex of guilt. 
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Introduction 

 

The labor of the suicidal act takes place in the world of being devalued and separated from ordinary 

social relationships, devastated by the force of the guilt complex that psychologically represents the prelude 

to the pulse of death and the struggle for the transformation of the Eul. The filicide followed by the suicide 

of the perpetrator is not a common criminal act in society. Committing the filicide releases the perpetuator 

of the despair and the weight of the complex of guilt. The thought of suicide preceded by the killing of one's 

own child devours the spirit of the perpetrator, becoming victim and intimacy the victim and the monk of 

the evil decision. Suicide becomes the rational choice of being; we could say that this option seems to be 

justified by the profound psychological consequences that arise after the realization of the filicide. 

Depending on the mode of operation, on the passage into act, on the modalities and peculiarities of filicidal 

premeditation, the author may postpone or delay suicide, although this aggravates his emotional uncertainty 

or may commit suicide with the killing of the child (the killer accident for a committee at the same time the 

filicide and suction, yeast, burning, precipitation made simultaneously). Social anxiety, existential anguish, 

psychophysiologic complications can influence the victim's discrimination, the psycho-legal forensic 

expertise of the aggressor who survived suicide attempt preceded by filicide sometimes reveals psychotic 

behavior. The individual will not survive the time of conjugal crime and the filicide without a major reaction 

of the unconscious as an abysmal will to self-destruct. Discarding the content of the criminal act is necessary 

for the continuity of the biopsychological structure of the person. If he committed the filicide to avenge his 

life partner (cases frequently encountered), the satisfaction of committing the deed is emotionally incoherent 

and devoid of the expected meaning, the pulse of death pushing the perpetrator to destroy the Se that seeks 

to feel the pleasure releasing the unbearable tension of the deed. Revenge becomes useless for both the 

victim and the aggressor. 

 

1. Philosophical-criminological aspects 

 

The killer is aware of his death, existential doubts and despair before suicide; the killer is aware of 

the murder of his own child and the seriousness of his deed. Despair as existential anguish is present in the 

aggressor's being, the continuation of life being unbearable; the complex of guilt is suffocating, the 
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emotional instability, the psychic lability, the inner aggression (Jean Pinatel - the core of the criminal 

personality), cause the Ego to choose the permanent separation from any censorship imposed by the Moral 

Court (Superego). The perpetrator is characterized as a neurotic, vulnerable and worried, self-prudent person 

who always has unwarranted mood swings (Aniţei, Chraif, Burtăverde, Mihăilă, 2016). Filicide becomes the 

cardinal moment of existence of the perpetrator and the only rational explanation of suicide (can not survive 

the culpability of absolute crime). That's why, after committing the suicide filicide, the perpetrator realizes 

the Deicide (in the religious sense, creation produces the death of its own Creator, that is, it commits 

supreme sin - the death of God as the breath and revelation of the human being). Most criminals who have 

chosen the filicide as a way of manifesting internal aggression are influenced by mysticism and sometimes 

religious fanaticism (Andrea Yates 2001 in Houston, the murder of Brasov 2018). The passage into 

nothingness also has a justification; the renunciation of life is no longer based only on cowardice, on "the 

sikness unto death" of the Ego (Kierkegaard, 1999), but the killing of one's own child (which acquires 

uncontrollable dimensions and mystical meanings in the perpetrator's mind) the cause that will cause despair 

to stop, will become the mob of existential clarification and will complete the pain. Humiliation, 

decrepitude, failure, inability to adapt, and responsibility for life disappear, end their tragedy. Sometimes in 

the case of vengeance the perpetrator hopes to receive satisfaction for the odious deed, but his inhuman 

gesture is no longer under the control of desire, but goes under the domination of the pulse of death and self-

destruction. The despair of not seeing the presence of joy in life means the aggressor's acceptance of the 

death's suppression as a limit situation directed at the origin of the suicidal act. Suicide occurs as a departure 

from the scene of conjugal violence, as an overshoot of humiliating things in which the perpetrator is 

exposed, the thought of committing suicidal acts confers on the antisocial personality the only energy to 

organize the act, but at the same time opens the despair of no longer to be present in your own being, the 

despair of not perceiving you as self-consciousness and presence (the essential presence conscious of the 

essence and the sublime being of the world). 

"... the supplication of despair lies in the fact that you can not die. That's why she's getting closer to 

the state of agony, when you're dead, you're suffering from death and you can not die. Thus, to be sick of 

death means not to die, yet not as if the hope of survival persists, but not the hope lies in the fact that there is 

not even the last hope, death "(Kierkegaard, 1999). 

 

2. Psychoanalytic aspects 

 

Filicide (killing your own child) is important with the awareness of suicide. Crime in this situation 

can only be achieved if the Ego's relations with the world, God, with family and social values have been 

completed. Psychoanalytically, this involves the death of the Superego, the Moral Being, the Court 

censoring the constant pleasures of the Se (Freud, 2014). Filicide and suicide become possible. As long as 

Superego exists in the perpetrator's being, the filicide is not possible. The struggle to preserve or remove the 

Superego will be essential to the guilty Self and conscious of what is happening in its own consciousness. 

Choice will define the humanity or the evil of the subject. 

Suicide attempt followed by marital crime and filicide. Psychoanalytic interpretation considers the 

suicidal attempt made before the filicide to be the last rational moment of being (who is aware that if the 

Malignant does not commit suicide, the pulse of death will push her to kill her wife and children - the 

murder in Brasov, 2018 , the case of Andrea Yates 2001). The attempted suicide must be understood as the 

ultimate twist of lucidity of moral conscience, it is the Supreme's ultimate attempt to defeat and control an 

ego already dominated by the pulsation of the filicide. From a religious point of view through suicidal 

attempts, man, as a representation of divine breath, accepts suicide and decides that it is better to sacrifice 

the soul than to helplessly assist in the conquest of marital crime and filicide, the human divinity attempts by 

suicide to save the deity of the family (the murderer of Braşov before killing his wife and the children visit a 

monastery, desperately trying to get rid of the feeling of guilt seeking an escape within the sacred, suicide 

will kill his wife and children - and try a suicide knife to commit suicide, fail, survive the moment, and head 

towards the house where he carries out the marital murder and filicide). The unsuccessful suicide leads the 
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being to the metamorphosis of evil. Pulsation of destruction does not allow the killer to succeed in the act of 

self-harm. 

 

3. Biological explanations 

 

Turhan Canli publishes in 2014 an article on the reconceptualization of major depressive  disorder 

as infectious disease and claims that major depression may result from a parasitic, bacterial or viral 

infection, there are some possible ways that these microorganisms can contribute to the etiology of major 

depression (Canli, 2014 ). The presence of inflammatory markers in the brains of depressed or moody 

patients is demonstrated by some post-mortem studies. Patients with major depressive disorder have a 

specific behavior in the sense that they are socially isolated, suffer and lose their positive energy, have 

difficulty getting out of bed, and lose interest in the world (Canli, 2014). Human exposure to toxoplasma 

gondii is worrying, one third of the world's population and one fifth of the US population may be considered 

infected. Infection is associated with increased inflammatory cytokines, similarly this increase is also 

observed in patients depressed with suicide attempts (Canli, 2014). 

There are still no studies on the causal link between infections and the ciminal behavior of patients 

with suicide attempts. 

In 2002, in the US, Charles Choi presents in New Scientist an article on the causal link between 

brain tumor and sudden and uncontrollable pedophilia, meaning that discernment is affected by physical 

illness. 

"The amygdala allows us to feel angry. Or fear. Or pleasure. Or memories of past experiences of 

anger, fear or pleasure. Amygdala is responsible for creating the emotions and the memories they generate 

"(Medina, 2017). 

Cerebral imaging is as important as DNA samples (Kent Kiehl) to understand which areas of the 

brain are responsible for impulsive behavior and which areas lead to the inhibition of this behavior (Patrick 

Haggard). 

 

4. Sociological explanations 

 

The utility of social consciousness leads to social freedom. The human being wants to express 

himself as a reality within the world that he perceives, accepts and realizes his values and categories. The 

social values of the world condition existence and impose certain determinations. These existential limits 

can be overcome by the social being by engaging in the economic, political, cultural, cultural community of 

the community to which it belongs. Through the purposes the Ego proposes, it uses its utility by opening up 

personal projects and social commitment to the world, thus gaining the freedom to choose a positive, 

normally-protected destiny and well-regulated constraints. When the Social Ego is incapable of building 

existential goals or motivations, or refuses to be useful to society, it rejects the determinations imposed by 

the rules and carries the legal consequences of the facts. 

A criminal who kills his child has a discernment (necessary to answer legally), is a person 

influenced by his social environment, in the sense that he lives in a community where he plays a role in 

social, economic, administrative and cultural relations with his fellow men. Depending on the economic 

situation, its behavior changes, usually family relationships become difficult and sometimes violent when it 

comes to income from work. Family relationships deteriorate in relation to the social position and the 

precariousness of economic incomes; conjugal violence and alcohol consumption create the perpetrator a 

distorted perception of the moral and intellectual state in which he is, but no objective factor can predict the 

commission of the filicide. Sociological predictions lead at most to a possible delinquency. 

 A pertinent analysis of the phenomenon of maternal and paternal filicide in Romania, trends and 

risk factors, Ecaterina Balica realizes in 2010. The study distinguishes between paternal filicide (the murder 

committed by father on their own children) and maternal filicide (the murder committed by mother on 

children) with the peculiarities specific to the two types of murder, as well as sociological explanations 
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regarding a number of factors related to the victims: age, provocative attitude and alcohol consumption 

(Balica, 2010). Accidental filicide occurs as a result of physical punishment, and when the parents divide the 

filicide occurs as a result of an act of revenge (Balica, 2010). The sociological analysis of specialists 

considers risk factors specific to filicidal acts to be negative relationships between parents, child education 

issues, the lack of effective links between school and parents, economic income problems, unstable 

workplace, lack of self-esteem, lack of social values, and lack of community support and the "public 

guardian", low level of education of the aggressor, personality disorders, internal and external aggression, 

violent family relations, social isolation, sexual abuse in childhood, dysfunctional family climate, low 

occupational status (Balica, 2010). 

 Suicidal thought occurs in consciousness by finding a dependent person of his own fall in 

delinquency and social futility, incapable of establishing useful connections to become pragmatic, useful to 

the family and himself. Dependence on abasality (the criminal unconscious through the pulse of destruction 

can sometimes cause psychotic disorders of the paranoid type), and alcohol consumption (a cause of organic 

changes in the brain) affects their behavior and aggravates their attitudes in society. The tendency toward 

suicide may disturb the mental balance, Durkheim in his book "On Suicide" considers that a slightly more 

violent movement of sensitivity is sufficient for monomania to appear (Durkheim, 1993). The monoman 

sometimes has an irrational and absurd desire to drink, steal or insult; suicide is placed under the influence 

of an abnormal passion, which either suddenly exhausts all of its energy, or it develops over time. 

Monomania is an exaggerated passion (in the category of tendencies), a false idea (in the category of 

representations), but of such intensity that it obsesses the spirit and abducts any freedom (Durkheim, 1993). 

Crime (punishable by law with a deprivation of liberty) can be considered a social suicide. The 

perpetrator chooses to kill his victim but is also aware of criminal responsibility, the public trial, the 

conditions of detention, and the effects of community stigma. Until rehabilitation, the sense of public 

culpability will follow and label it in all actions. 

 Filicide becomes the basis of suicide, but the success of the filicide depends only on the absolute 

power of the thought of suicide in being. This interdependence between filicide and suicide represents for 

the criminal the necessary condition for the act to pass. The filicide is conditioned by the will of the 

perpetrator to leave this world (regardless of the situation: revenge, hatred, the victim's and life partner's 

challenge) with the death of his own child (in the biblical and metaphorical sense the most odious murder, 

the cardinal murder). 

Religious meaning - killing a creature created by the perpetrator of the crime, in order not to leave 

traces in this world, to complete the existential justification, in order to lead the absurdity of the name. 

In "Being and Nothingness", Sartre affirms that what is happening to the being belongs to him, this 

absolute responsibility is not acceptance, but it is a simple logical claim of the consequences of our freedom 

(Sartre, 2004). 

 

5. Victimological aspects 

 

The victimological analysis of the filicide states that the vulnerable victim does not realize the 

danger of the crime imminence. Depending on the age of the child we can appreciate the awareness of the 

situation of the paternal conflict. The minor does not have the ability to judge, to understand the normal 

course of things, and not to lose his temper. The minor victim does not doubt the false assertion of the 

aggressor, because of the lack of experience and fear that he is not able to suggest feelings, needs, feelings 

in the intersubjectivity structure to which he is invited or obliged to participate (Camil Tanasescu, 2012). 

The essence of the minor victim's behavior is the basis of all the changes suffered in the way of thinking and 

action of the victim, in the interaction with the aggressive factors (Camil Tanasescu, 2012). The victim of 

marital violence (wife, or life partner of the aggressor) always has the tendency to postpone the triggering of 

the defense instinct, and hesitates to notify the authorities to prevent the marital conflict, especially in the 

case of serious indications of the attitude and violent behavior of the marital murderer. Although in the 

history of cohabitation the victim was verbally, physically, sexually, emotionally abused, there is an 
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unconscious disorder of the victim's ego, a sense of guilt for allowing violence and the destruction of family 

relationships, frustration because he is incapable (although he wishes desperate, and therefore does not leave 

the conjugal home) to change the violent behavior of the marital aggressor, to make him return to normality. 

This complex of guilt prevents the victim from objectively analyzing intra-family conflict and makes it 

incapable of insisting on the passage to act, the conjugal crime project and the realization of the filicide. It is 

surprising that the attempted suicide (in the case of the murder in Braşov) does not alert the morality of the 

life partner (Braşov's wife does not tell the authorities when they find out that the husband tried to commit 

suicide with a hunting knife and ignore without no explanation for the danger that might be triggered, in the 

United States, the husband Adree Yates leaves for work and leaves her alone with children - although she 

had previously attempted suicide - without being supervised, her mother had to get over an hour to care for 

the children, during this period, when not controlled, Andrea Yates drowns in her bath the five minors). 

Statistically, male children are at a higher risk of becoming victims of filicide (Balica, 2010). 

 

Conclusions 

 

Freud believes that unloading aggression is necessary to maintain the individual's health; the 

liberation of the pulse of destruction to the outside becomes a vital condition, otherwise the pulse of death, 

as the force behind the Se's needs can place within the Ego the state of aggression directed towards its own 

being as self-destruction (Freud, 2014). The Pulse ( Drive ) of Destruction gives power to the will of the Ego 

to achieve filicide and marital crime; through this rupture (spiritual schism) by the Superego (Moral 

Instance), the ego dominated by the unconscious criminal can free himself from religious, legal, moral 

constraints. Explaining the death pulse Freud believes that his energy can remain within the being, and can 

only be noticed when aggressive discharge takes place; the evil produced inside the aggressor comes out of 

hiding and opens outward as a destruction pulse. Pulse of destruction occurs in the psychic life with only 

one goal of it to lead what is alive in the inorganic state (Freud, 2014). 

 The liberation of the Ego by making the filicide soon becomes free to choose suicide. The thought 

of suicide gives the perpetrator the freedom to choose the realization of the filicide. The murderer no longer 

feels responsible for his deed when he murdered his own child, because the suicide, the one who deacralized 

his Ego by killing the Supra, chose to commit the filicide released by the pressure of uncertainty (he knows 

he will commit suicide). The perpetrator would not have committed to commit the filicide if suicide was not 

already present as a death pulse in his own being. The author of the filicide is obsessed with existential fear, 

and this stems from the perpetrator's inability to live with or beside the family. The existence of suicidal 

thought precedes the murder. The origin of the suicide act precedes the existence of the justification of the 

crime. If the act of suicide already present in the being is stronger than the desire to escape the law and to 

survive the psychic trauma (to live the moment of revenge after the filicide) then crime can no longer be 

avoided, the filicide will be accomplished, its origin and its justification, the victim does not have the chance 

to defend himself against evil. 
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