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Abstract: Although it started many years ago, according to FRONTEX studies, Arabic migration reached a 

critical level in the year 2015, following the exacerbation of military conflicts in the Middle East and Africa. Although 

not all illegal Muslim immigrants are terrorists, in most of the cases they prove to be terrorists. While Romania has been 

bypassed by the massive wave of illegal Muslim immigrants, the frequency with which multiple terrorist acts occur in the 

area of freedom and movement of EU countries, sometimes questions the opportunity of free movement of Romanian 

citizens into Countries in Western Europe. In this respect, through this study we propose to analyze the evolution and 

trends of terrorism in EU countries, in conjunction with the evolution of Arab migration, as well as the risks to which are 

subjected the citizens of other States, including Romania, in exercising their fundamental rights to freedom and movement 

in Europe. 
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Introduction 

 

Migration is a phenomenon as ancient as mankind. The contemporary age knows a diversification of 

the migration phenomenon and a strong increase in the number of migrants. This is because with the adoption 

of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which stipulates in article 13 that everyone has the right to 

move and live within the boundaries of any state, an important right has been recognized to the population 

worldwide. It represents their right to movement and their movement from one country to another without any 

discrimination based on origin, color, gender, cultural and religious orientation, etc. 

With its good and bad parts, international migration involves important demographic consequences 

(population reduction in countries of emigration and population growth in immigration countries, modification 

of racial, ethnic and religious composition of the population), social  consequences (the emergence and 

development of special neighborhoods with immigrants, the emergence of criminal phenomena through 

violence - murders, robberies, rapes, etc. — in which victims are both from immigrants and locals, committing 

terrorist acts and social clutter, lack of safety and security of residents and tourists, impossibility of social and 

professional integration of immigrants, etc.), economic consequences(jobs avoided by locals are occupied by 

immigrants, involvement in the development of the economy localities, etc.), sanitary consequences (bringing 

and contamination of locals with diseases to which they have no immunity), etc.  

In accepting or unaccepting international migration, analyses of emigration and immigration processes 

[1] highlight different national interests, such as: low fertility, birth reduction and ageing, unemployment 
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growth, the need for labor and intelligence, fundamental human rights, freedom of movement and social 

integration, xenophobia, trafficking in human beings and terrorist acts, security and the right to happiness of 

the individual, etc. 

Among the most important causes of contemporary emigration are: political causes (political regime 

and political corruption, lack of rights and freedoms in the country of origin, the onset of armed wars and the 

lack of individual and family Safety, etc.), social-economic causes (economic crises, lack of jobs, precarious 

financial situation, poverty and hunger, desire for professional realization, and achievement of a happy future 

for family and children, etc.), religious causes, etc. 

At the same time, the main factors attracting people to certain territories, as a country of destination 

(immigration), are: States' policy on emigration, more developed economy and industry, better living 

conditions and social protection, safety and personal security, optimum education conditions, high-

performance medical care systems, etc. 

In view of the various causes that generate population movements towards other countries, 

international migrations can be: individual migrations, especially determined by socio-economic factors, and 

collective or mass migration, organized in massive groups of people migrating from their home country, 

particularly because of the political factors and the onset of internal wars that endanger safety and personal 

security. At the same time, migration can be legal, when migrants comply with immigration laws in another 

country and illegal, when immigration laws are not respected. 

Over the last 100 years on the European continent are distinguished several migration stages of the 

population in this territory, between 10 and 35 years, where the number of migrants of some countries in Europe 

to other territories, especially the USA, was from about 100,000 Persons, up to more than 9 million people [2]. 

In recent years, however, it is relevant the migration of the Muslim population to European countries, 

such as the population of Syria affected by the political situation and the wars in the country, with all the 

consequences arising from it.  

 

1. Arab migration in the EU and its consequences 

 

Massive Muslim immigration, especially due to the civil war in Syria [3], the extension of the Syrian 

crisis and the ascent of the terrorist organization Islamic state, which took place in the years 2011-2016, was 

likely to overwhelm all of Europe. Following these situations which are likely to hinder any form of progress 

and prosperity, poverty, misery, lack of state authority and violence have reached extreme levels in Syria. 

Unfortunately, similar situations also occur in other Arab countries where Islamic religious fanaticism has 

taken a huge scale. 

The main route of Muslim immigrants, particularly Syrian refugees, was the Mediterranean Sea, which 

they crossed with different types of craft, the first affected country being Italy, followed by Greece and 

Macedonia, which had to deal with the massive waves of immigrants. On this route, many immigrants died of 

drowning, and many more were saved in the vast rescue operations carried out by the Coast Guard of the 

European States. Among the victims, deceased by drowning or rescued of the migration waves there were 

many children and pregnant women, a situation which triggered a strong emotional state from the European 

States. This was likely to annihilate any fears on the part of the developed Western States which, considering 

more important the action of rescuing and integrating the refugees, ignored the possibility of the so-called 

Islamic state to integrate its fighters disguised as refugees, in their massive migratory flow, to send them to 

Europe and implement the plan with which the West had been threatened for a long time. 

In these circumstances, Germany, considered the "Promised Land" by immigrants, manifested the most 

open immigration policy, accepting and receiving hundreds of thousands of immigrants and refugees with 

asylum status during this period, by ignoring potential hazards to which the population could be exposed. 

Furthermore, Germany is the one that has proposed to the European Council a plan to distribute asylum seekers 
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by allocating compulsory quotas of immigrants to each EU state, a proposal strongly contested by other States, 

notably Hungary which supports that it does not wish to repeat the "failed experiments" in Western Europe 

related to multiculturalism. 

The vast majority of asylum seekers originated from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Nigeria, and Pakistan, 

countries where armed conflicts are at an extremely high level and are extremely responsive to acts of terrorism 

as well. 

It was thus achieved that Muslim immigrants would create their own settlements in important cities of 

western Europe, later considered "prohibited areas" to non-Muslims (No-Go zones), which began to function 

as a micro-state governed by Sharia, which led to the partial loss by the authorities of the control in these 

districts, where, very seriously, even the police, firefighters and ambulances remained, in principle, without 

the right of access. 

What is even more serious is the fact that the Islamic state has implemented a more effective and 

difficult to track and combat strategy, consisting of the radicalization of young Europeans (either online or on 

the battlefield in Iraq and Syria), thus creating an army of Soldiers of young European citizens, able and 

determined to join extremist groups [4]. 

Following the massive migration, after 2013, EU countries have experienced an explosive increase in 

the number of terrorist attacks perpetrated by Muslims, especially Islamists. This way, ancient theories came 

to life. According to them the immigration from the countries receptive to terrorism could be linked to the 

increase in the number of terrorist acts in the country of destination, given the ideological conflicts between 

the two religions, "Christianity and Islam," extremely obsessed with each other.  

The numerous terrorist attacks committed in France during this period led to an increase in the sense 

of uncertainty, much of the European population showing themselves reluctant to foreigners, especially the 

Islamists. 

Analyses of the consequences of international migration that have manifested throughout this period, 

in the form of terrorist attacks, led to the identification of new concepts, the "economic immigrant" generally 

specific to refugees and "potential terrorist immigrant", whose resolution depends on the effectiveness of 

actions to prevent and combat the terrorist phenomenon at European and international level. 

 

2. Terrorism in the EU, causes and forms of manifestation 

 

In the opinion of Professor Gheorghe Vaduva, which all specialists in preventing and combating 

terrorism share, "Terrorism is a very serious threat. The severity of this threat lies in the ability of terrorist 

networks and organizations to surprise, through the difficulty of assessing terrorism, through the wave of 

uncertainties and anguish accompanying this phenomenon, which is difficult to understand and explain" [5]. 

Without attempting a presentation of the many concepts in relation to the definition of the notion and 

phenomenon of terrorism, as regards the purpose of this study, we only mention that the opinion expressed by 

Gheorghe Vaduva is highly suggestive, in the sense that: "terrorism ... is a premeditated, punitive and vengeful, 

inhuman, criminal - often suicidal, and always fierce - which aims to destroy, to kill with cruelty and to terrify". 

Through this, the author appreciates that, "the civilized world has created an opposite of itself, which develops 

within it, in a negative-destructive sense, as a kind of cancer that encompasses almost all structures and 

functions, manifesting itself in the form of social anomie, increasing crime and inadaptation, proliferation of 

the underground economy and identity and pathological terrorism". 

It is unanimous the opinion of specialists that terrorism is a multifaceted phenomenon at the basis of 

which multiple causes are determined by political disputes, political and revolutionary violence, ethnic, 

religious and ideological conflicts, poverty, the lack of communication, the Government's inefficiencies to 

control the terrorist phenomenon, social constraints on the part of some Governments, etc. [6]. 
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The list of terrorist acts in the countries of the European Union committed during the period 2011-2017 

is quite long, among the most serious as form and consequence, and more publicized are the following [7]: 

a. Terrorist bombing against satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo of Paris (France), of 7 January 2015, 

around local time 11:30, in which 12 people were killed (10 journalists and 2 policemen), and 11 were injured; 

two masked and armed assailants stormed the editorial offices and started shooting automatic weapons; Charlie 

Hebdo is a satirical weekly French magazine, which assumed a provocative tone and frequently created 

polemics, including in relation to Islam, the most controversial being on the caricatures representing the 

Prophet Mohammed. 

b. Terrorist attacks in Paris (France) of 13-14 November 2015 with 137 dead and 413 injured; there 

were a number of armed attacks, bombings and a hostage-taking that took place in the French capital on the 

evening of 13 November 2015 and in the early hours of the next day, near the Stade de France stadium, located 

in Saint-Denis. The attacks were claimed by the jihadist Islamic State organization. 

c. The terrorist attacks in Brussels (Belgium) of 22 March 2016 committed by three explosions: two at 

Zaventem Airport in the northeast of the capital and the third, at a distance of one hour, at the Maelbeek metro 

station, near the headquarters of the European Union; the balance sheet indicates 34 deaths (14 at the airport 

and 20 at the metro station) and 198 injured (92 at the airport and 106 at the Maelbeek station). The attacks 

were claimed by the Daesh terrorist group. 

d. The Nice terrorist bombing (France) of 14 July 2016, when Mohamed Lahouaiej Bouhlel, a French 

national with Tunisian origins, shattered with a 19-tonne freezer truck a lot of people who celebrated the 

national day of France on the Promenade des Anglais; at least 85 people, including 10 children, were killed; 

the bomber was shot and killed by the police. The bombing was claimed by the jihadist Islamic State 

organization.  

e. The terrorist bombing in Berlin (Germany) of 19 December 2016, when a Scania truck entered the 

crowd gathered at the Christmas fair in the Berlin Charlottenburg District; At least 12 people died and more 

than 40 were injured; There were two people in the truck; One of the passengers died, while a person suspected 

of being the driver was arrested by the German police, who departed from the premise of a terrorist attack; It 

is the bloodiest attempt in Germany since the Oktoberfest terrorist attack on 26 September 1980, when 13 

people lost their lives. 

From the data presented it can be seen that the years 2015 and 2016 were marked by the most and most 

serious terrorist attacks, many of which were concentrated in France, especially in Paris, where, as a result, in 

2016, there was a drastic decrease in the number of tourists, a situation that showed a return trend in the year 

2017, when the number of tourists grow by more than 40% compared to 2016 [8]. 

All of these terrorist attacks have been widely condemned by the vast majority of the world's 

governments, the unanimous conclusion being that “Europe must awaken urgently, organize and defend itself 

against terrorist threat”, as it was also proposed by the French Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve. 

 

3. Terrorist risks and threats against Romania 

Romania was not included in the route of Muslim migration, rather than tangentially, by some isolated 

cases. 

Because the immigration to Romania is almost non-existent, Romania has not faced and does not face 

major risks of a terrorist nature.  

We are considering, in this respect, that Romania does not currently represent a terrorist confrontation 

area, nor a terrorism-generating area, nor constitutes an environment conducive to the development of such 

actions. 

However, according to the specialists, the main dangers and even threats to Romania are enrolled in 

the general system of dangers and threats addressed to NATO and the European Union. Their specifics, for 

Romania, consist in concrete ways of designing and conducting terrorist activities and actions, or in support of 
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networks, organizations and terrorist groups, such as: -The realization of sources and funding networks; -The 

establishment of bases or infrastructure elements; -Establishment of limited training centers; -Preparing places 

to regroup terrorists after taking action in the area, etc.  

Preventing and combating any terrorist risks and threats to Romania is carried out on the basis of 

Romania's national security strategy, aimed at both the protection of the country and interests of NATO and 

the EU in Romania, as well as the effective action of our country within the anti-terrorist coalition.  

Thus, according to the mentioned strategy, the fight against terrorism aims to increase the protection 

of citizens, state institutions, critical infrastructures, diplomatic missions, military objectives, and other 

objectives of national interest, carried out both by police and law enforcement and by means of military nature, 

but especially through intelligence and counterintelligence activity. 

 

4. Freedom of movement of persons and the right to happiness in the EU 

 

Freedom, in general, is defined as being the possibility of any person to act, and not to act, according 

to his own will, without being prevented by the power of another person in this regard. By their nature, 

freedoms are basically conferred on everyone, so that each person will benefit from a varied and extended 

choice palette. At the same time, freedom assumes from the state an obligation to defend and ensure the 

conditions of unhindered exercise. 

According to specialists in the field "Freedom, in its general acceptance, concerns the ability of people 

to act unobstructed and is an invaluable social value, given that it confers the possibility of harnessing all traits, 

attributes, legitimate and rational interests and aspirations of the human being, within the limits permitted by 

law" [9]. 

As a result, a number of fundamental rights have been enshrined in the Treaties of the European Union, 

one of which is the right to free movement of persons in the EU area. 

The essence of the right to free movement of persons is to eliminate all discrimination between the 

citizens of an EU Member State and the citizens of the other EU Member States, who live or work in the 

territory of that state. These discrimination relate to the conditions of entry and movement within the territory 

of any EU state, as well as conditions of employment or remuneration. 

According to Directive 2004/38/EC, the free stay of a European citizen and his family members in 

another EU state may last for a maximum of three months. For the stay of more than three months the conditions 

of article 7 of the directive shall be fulfilled, such as the case of those working legally, who have sufficient 

financial resources, or who are enrolled as students. 

Likewise, under the same directive, EU States may prohibit the entry into their territory of citizens 

from other EU countries which pose a danger to public health and safety, or whose access is prohibited by a 

measure of public administration. 

With regard to the right to happiness, by a resolution adopted in consensus, the UN General Assembly 

stresses that “one of the fundamental objectives of the human being is the pursuit of happiness”, meaning in 

which it addressed the invitation to mark the International Day of Happiness, through various public awareness-

raising activities [10].  

A country where people are happy is a country that does not have a high level of crime, especially with 

violence. It is a country where people lead a quiet life without being affected by the ravages of war, terrorist 

attacks, acts of rebellion and clutter or extreme poverty [11].  

From another perspective, "... for Epicur happiness does not consist in the great number of pleasures, 

but in the absence of suffering" [12]. 

In John Locke's conception of the natural right to happiness, he claims that there is "a law of nature, 

through which a person does not have the right to heed the life, health, freedom or possessions of others" [13], 
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and when one violates these rights, that aggressor can be punished and even killed, governance being authorized 

by people to defend their natural rights. 

In another conception "happiness is a state of subjective excellence, with a complex structure of an 

emotional-affective, cognitive-informational, but also appreciative-valuing type. Therefore, our perceptions 

about the life we live, which give us the size of happiness, are very different depending on the individual 

characteristics, but also the opportunities offered to each by his living environment" [14], meaning in which 

happiness, as a process, involves continuous searches and discoveries. 

 

Conclusions 

 

The management of the waves of immigrants on EU countries, in particular Germany and France, has 

had numerous syncope, which are not the subject of this communication. 

From the point of view of how the special forces acted and reacted, although many analyses and 

observations can be carried out on many details, it is generally possible to assess that they have reacted quickly 

to resolve all situations and for the entrance to normalcy. 

Being a negative and unwanted effect of globalization, terrorist acts in EU countries, highlight the 

development of “hyper-terrorism”, a phenomenon that is seriously affecting the highest values of the 

international community, which requires a new conceptual approach and innovative practical actions to prevent 

and combat acts of terrorist violence. 

In view of the issues presented on the free movement of persons and their right to happiness in the 

European area, we appreciate that it would not be appropriate to adopt at EU level measures like those adopted 

in the US after the attacks of 11 September 2011, such as those relating to the limitation of the exercise of 

certain freedoms in the name of security, authorization of the development of telephone listening and 

surveillance of electronic communications, than in respect of persons on which there is suspicion and 

incontrovertible evidence of the possibility of being involved in any form in activities of a terrorist nature. 

The massive waves of Muslim immigration and the terrorist acts that accompanied them have led to 

an important recoil of movement within the EU and to complex and adverse effects on the Schengen area, 

including in relation to Romania's perspective and that of other EU Member States to join in the near future 

this much coveted space. 

Romania has so far been out of danger with regard to Islamic terrorism imported through the 

immigration and refugee chain, but a potential terrorist threat exists at any time, under the conditions of 

compulsory repartitions of Economic immigrants and refugees who, on the basis of the principle of solidarity 

of the EU states, cannot be refused. In this context, at EU level, it is necessary for Member States to debate and 

establish, at a conceptual level, the definition and criteria by which categories of economic immigrants can be 

distinguished and separated from terrorist immigrants, thus the asylum application and approval procedures 

can be redefined, while improving standards and procedures with regard to ensuring the safety and security of 

the population. 

In the opinion of American analyst George Friedman, the massive Muslim immigration was 

complicated by the fact that Europe is no longer just Christian. In Europe, Christianity has lost its hegemony 

in recent centuries and has been replaced by a new doctrine, that of secularism, in which none other than the 

assailant and its close supporters are responsible for the terrorist attacks, and all those who share the faith are 

without guilt. Such judgment being of a moral nature, Friedman states that from a practical standpoint in such 

cases "states paralyze their ability to defend themselves, as it is impossible to defend against random violence 

and it is not allowed to impose collective responsibility". 
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