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Abstract: In the society, many of the juvenile problems tend to become more and more problems of the entire 

society.  The transformations that take place in the social dynamic determines this change of attitude. At the same time, 

major issues in society, in particular problems with prospective character entered as matters of the training the 

personality of the individual. Compliance with the individuality of juvenile, the formation and development in 

accordance with their own lines of development become goals with the downward trend of permanent accentuation. 

With certainty it is revealed the fact that each young man has an own fund hereditary and that its development takes 

place in the specific conditions of the environment, which it shall submit an unending effort of adaptation. Concerns of 

identification and cultivation of the individual characteristics of the young are justified and the presence of science in 

the educational and vocational guidance services which contribute to the removal of the happening, the not information 

or whims in the choice of profession, facilitates at the same time the passage from an observatory criterion, dogmatic 

and statistical to one formative one dynamic and interpretative document. In the definition of prisoners we believe that 

it is useful to start from the concept of social maturity. Social maturity has as emphasizing the ability of the individual 

to maintain a dynamic balance between its interests and the interests of the society, between the needs and its 

aspirations and needs of the projects of the society. 
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Introduction 

 

The juvenile delinquency is: a phenomenon which includes all the infringements of the social rules 

committed by young people under 18, breaches the penal sanctioned.  It thus involves illegal activities 

committed by the child or a teenager.  

The phenomenon is labeled under different names: children with conduct disorder (medical); 

unsuited young (sociological); " problem children (psycho-pedagogical); minors transgressors (legal), etc. 

The concept of deviant has been drawn up by Sellin (1938) who has studied the complex problems of 

socio-crimino-Genesis. Sellin labeled deviant as the assembly behaviors that are directed against the rules of 

conduct or against the institutional order. Merton (1957) said that deviant means all he dysfunctional 

misbehaviors, which threaten the balance of the social system.  

The scientific approach of the juvenile delinquency must be made on the high positions probabilist 

applied in psychology, according to which any psychological phenomenon is determined in the last place, by 

the external action, but any external action determines the psychic act only intermediately, inflecting itself 

through the qualities, statuses and psychic activity of the person who is subject to this action. 

In the definition of the delinquency, I believe that it is useful to start from the concept of social 

maturity.  

Social maturity has as emphasizing element the ability of the individual to maintain a dynamic 

balance between its interests and the interests of the society, between the needs and its aspirations and needs 

of the projects of the society. 

The concept of juvenile delinquency is dealt with in the majority of the classifications about human 

behavior from the angle of the regulatory evaluations, in the broader framework of deviation. 

 

1. Theoretical considerations 

 

The definition of juvenile delinquency concerned a large number of researchers from the 

demonstration of the specific features of the personality is a minor delinquent. This way they got to forming 

a " psychological profile" for this (Popescu-Neveanu, 1978): the inclination toward aggression, either latent, 

either manifesting, which is based on a background of hostility, denial of the values to be socially accepted 

(work, for example); emotional instability generated by the educational shortcomings and, ultimately, the 
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fragility of the self; social unaccomodation originating from the exacerbation of the feeling of insecurity, on 

which the minor searches to suppress by changing the residence frequently, loitering, or by avoiding 

organized forms of life and work; duplicity of behavior, as evidenced in the discrepancy between the two 

planes: one, that of the weirding behavior, intimate with preparation of the offense and the other, the level of 

be haviour of the relationship with the society through which he betrays most of the times his offense; the 

existential imbalance, expressed by passions, vices, perversions, etc. 

It is claimed that in the definition of delinquency it starts from the concept of social growing. From 

this perspective, the criminal appears before us as an individual with a lack of social maturity and difficulties 

of integration into society, which shall enter into conflict with the requirements of a specific valorico system-

decree, including legal rules. 

The delinquent presents a deficit of socializing, determined by disturbance or insufficient processes 

of the assimilation of the requirements and rules of the socio-cultural environment and the processes of 

adaptation to it by acts of conduct acceptable from the of the social-legal point of view. 

The juvenile delinquency is a form of the deviating behavior. At the level of the common 

knowledge, the deviant behavior lies in the forms of conduct in disagreement with the values and rules of a 

specific system of socio-human rules. 

The delinquency forms one of the species of the deviation phenomenon with large implications for 

the young and the Community. Criminal Law gives a clear definition delinquency (crimes) with particular 

emphasis on the nature of the dangerous socially, commited with guilt and punished by the law. The offense 

is a deed which presents a social danger, committed with guilt and prosecuted by the penal law. The 

reporting of the rules is more than a criterion of "Classifying", whereas it doesn’t explain to us causes of 

deviant behavior, but it only discriminates against the normal behavior, socially acceptable. 

 

2. Factors involved in determining the criminal behavior at minors 

 

Factors involved in determining the behavior deviation to minors are: - individual factors of 

personality; and - external social factors. 

The first factor refers to the special notes and somato-phisiological and neuro-psychical structure, the 

particular psychological structure of the minor, intellectual possibilities, the affective-temperamental traits 

etc. 

The second factor refers to the type factors like: family, socio-affective and educational, socio-

cultural, economic etc. 

The ratio between the two categories of factors, the share of each in the determination of the 

behavior deviation of the minors is difficult to peg. It can not be isolated or overestimate the role of a 

category of factors. These factors do not act isolated, unilaterally, but together, the deliquency being the 

result of interaction at a low level of these.  

The disparity between individual factors and the social ones is disadvantageous to the structuring of 

a concrete conduct. The disagreement may appear either by increasing the requests for the environment at a 

level which exceeds the possibilities of the minor, either when they are below the level of the real 

possibilities. 

The research carried out on the basis of some questionnaire minors in the reeducation centers 

(approximately 240 minors) and the detainees of the county police (cca.734 minors) has highlighted the 

causes and conditions determining the behavior of the criminal activity among the minors (the percentages 

shall relate to the subjects): 

According to some research made on the basis of questionnaires, it is clear that many minors acting 

to be terrible and love adventure, in some situations minors are mentally immature due to an insufficient 

socialization in the family. A part of those questioned, accused the educational deficiencies of the 

dysfunctional families or apparently organized, also accuse and the lack of concern at all levels for the 

guidance of the minors. From these questionnaires reveal that the minors consume alcohol or come from 

families with alcoholic parents. 

The most common form of manifestation of in adaptation of children, having as cause the flaws of 

the family environment, is hooliganism; 20 % of the minors have left before the criminal offenses against 

family or the school; of these 18 % come from families behavioral deficit. Forms with deficiencies in the 

structure of the family are multiple. In 20% of cases, family have one parent, because of disorganizing them 

through divorce, 18 % through abandonment and 3 % by death; in 5 % of cases the family had been 

reconstituted by marriage, having a parent stepfather, 88 % of these families had an environment conflict. 
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The shock produced by the separation of parents was the moment determines which marked the evolution 

toward deviant behavior. 

 

3. Kinds of crimes committed by minors 

 

Infringements of the rules and laws by serious antisocial deeds and very serious, theft; burglary; 

rape; murder. 

The majority of the offenses were committed in groups with a leader is a minor or adult, often 

criminal actions being organized by the recidivist criminals. They are willing to the phenomenon of the 

recidivare of criminal offenses committed by minors, on the background of the emergence of the degree of 

impoverishment of the many families and of inefficiency to take care. Aggressing juvenile delinquency rate 

occur not only in the urban environment, but also in rural areas. 

Crime is analyzed by the degree of violation of the laws of the penal investigation and those who 

have broken them is characterized especially by the lack of sense of responsibility, feeling of shame and 

feeling of a political program he believes in. Villain recidivists are in fact sociopati, who refuse the change in 

the way of the existence of the characterized by acts antisocial deeds. 

Rapes committed by minors, another category of crimes with violence in which there has been an 

evolution ascending constant is that of talhariilor. After the year 2015 is manifested a return of offenses 

committed by minors directed on life and the integrity of the persons (murder, attempts to murder and strikes 

of death). 

I will give example of a case of burglary  

In the evening of 10 May 2016 a student was moving with a bus to District X, where she lived. It has 

reached in the base station around the park P., descended from the bus together with several passengers, 

turning back to the class and the path toward the house. Arrived in an area darker and less circulated at that 

time (22:00), she was seized by a group of young people - four boys and three girls - all of them, under the 

influence of alcohol (which subsequently have declared that they have traveled in the same bus with the 

victim). They have immobilised it and dragged it into a dark area. The student was hit with his fists and with 

the feet and then has been nude. Despite the victim has been tampered with by the four children and their 

friends have submitted it to the sexual perversions. In the end, the victim has been robbed by the group of 

criminals and abandoned at the place where it has committed the act. 

 

Conclusions  

 

The mental and behavioral portrait of the delinquent incorporates the following features: marginal 

existence, laziness, parasitism, rejecting the moral values, constant dissociation between the self and the 

social self, the absence of the time horizon and the existential resentments against the society. All of these 

features generate unpleasant, dissociable and antisocial deeds behaviors. 

The factors and the causes of the delinquency in the structure of personality are less generals, always 

concrete and connect to the conditions and existential events, educational process, the specific module in 

which the individual interacts with the collectivity. 
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