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Abstract: Tourism is an important tool in the development of the global economy. According 
to the level of country development, its geographical location and other factors, some forms of 
tourism are more developed than others. The rural tourism is one of the most popular forms of 
tourism in Republic of Moldova. This form of tourism has a positive impact on the national 
economy especially on the rural one via creating jobs and attracting foreign investments etc.. 
In rural areas, in Moldova, there are meaningful cultural heritage and traditions by 
promoting agricultural activities that do have a significant impact for tourism development. 
But in this sector there are certain issues that do have a negative impact upon the 
development of rural tourism. The state intervention of providing a state aid measures to the 
business environment via providing external funds are the best solution for mentioned 
problems. Some state members of EU had already implemented such kind of measures for 
rural tourism development. In this way, Republic of Moldova has to follow the best 
international practices in order to develop tourism, especially rural tourism. 
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Introduction 

This article is focused on the subject of state aid for tourism development, particularly rural tourism, 
and their impact on the development of this sector. The actuality of the problem is based on the world 
trends in tourism development and the multiplier effect on the economy. The purpose of this study is 
the analysis of rural tourism in the Republic of Moldova and the impact of the state aid on the 
development of this sector take into account the experience in this domain of the EU Member States. 
 
This study is divided into three sections. The first section will include an analysis of the development 
of tourism in the EU Member States, particularly of a Romania; Romania's experience in state aid and 
their impact on the tourism development. In the second section is described the rural tourism sector in 
the Republic of Moldova and the actions taken to develop this sector. In the third, it is stipulated some 
conclusions regarding the opportunity for the development of rural tourism through the state aid 
legislation. 
 

1. State Aid and the Tourism Development in the EU Member States 
Tourism is an important tool in the development of the global economy. According to the level of 
country development, its geographical location and other factors, some forms of tourism are more 
developed than others. 
 
It's worth noting, tourism development is one of the priorities of the European Union. According to 
art. 195 of the Treaty on the functioning of the European Community (TFEC), the Union shall 



 139 

complement the action of the Member States in the tourism sector, in particular by promoting the 
competitiveness of Union undertakings in that sector. To that end, Union action shall be aimed at: 
a) encouraging the creation of a favorable environment for the development of undertakings in this 

sector; 
b) promoting cooperation between the Member States, particularly by the exchange of good 

practice. [7] 
 
However, according to the Communication of European Commission – Europe, the world's No 1 
tourist destination – a new political framework for tourism in Europe, actions promoting tourism may 
be grouped under the following four priorities: 
a) stimulate competitiveness in the European tourism sector;  
b) promote the development of sustainable, responsible and high-quality tourism;  
c) consolidate the image and profile of Europe as a collection of sustainable and high-quality 

destinations;  
d) maximize the potential of EU financial policies and instruments for developing tourism. [9] 
 
The study allows us to conclude that, in the EU Member States, the tourism is also an increasingly 
important aspect in the life of European citizens, more and more of whom are travelling, either for 
leisure or business [9].  
 
So, according to the World Tourism Organization, in 2016, the number of international tourist arrivals 
worldwide was 1 235 million, which was 46 million more than in 2015 or an increase of 3.9% [23]. 
 
The dynamics of the total number of arrivals of tourists in the European Union for the period 2013-
2016, it is shown in figure no.1. 
 

 
 

Figure no. 1. Number of arrivals of tourists in the European Union (billions, tourists) 
Source: The Report Tourism Highlights, World Tourism Organization, https://www.e-unwto.org 

 
According to figure no. 1 it is noted that the total number of arrivals of tourists has increased during 
the years 2013-2016. It was noted that in 2016 the number of tourists arrived increased by about 5% 
compared to 2015 and 15% over 2013. At the same time, in 2016 the most important results compared 
to the previous year registered the following countries: Cyprus (+20%), Slovakia (+17%), Bulgaria 
(+15%), Portugal (+13%), Slovenia (+12%), Romania and Lithuania (both +11%). [23] 
 
At the same time, we note that in 2015 the EU Member States with the highest shares in GDP of the 
income from tourism were: Croatia (18.1%), Malta (13.4%) and Cyprus (12.7%) [17]. 
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A way used by European Union member states to stimulate the development of tourism, particularly 
rural tourism, it is state aid. State aid is an important part of the competition policy, through which it is 
being pursued at overcoming a market failure and strengthening the country's economy. 
 
Pursuant to article 107 (1) of the TFEC, save as otherwise provided in this Treaty, any aid granted by a 
Member State or through State resources in any form whatsoever which distorts or threatens to distort 
competition by favoring certain undertakings or the production of certain goods shall, in so far as it 
affects trade between Member States, be incompatible with the common market. Also, pursuant to 
article 107 (3) of the TFEC it is stipulated state aid which shall be compatible with the common 
market. [7] 
 
State aid beneficiary is any independent legal or natural person, involved in an economic activity. So, 
in the case of free services providing through the tourist information centers, public parks, the picnic 
areas used for free, free distribution of leaflets and other informative materials, and are not considered 
to be economic activities. 
 
At the same time, we would like to mention, the European Commission has elaborated rules in the side 
of state aid. According to Commission Regulation (EC) No 651/2014 of 6 August 2008 declaring 
certain categories of aid compatible with the common market in application of Article 87 and 88 of the 
Treaty, tourism activity means the following activities. accommodation; food and beverage service 
activities; travel agency, tour operator reservation service and related activities; creative, arts and 
entertainment activities; libraries, archives, museums and other cultural activities; Sports activities and 
amusement and recreation activities. [8] 
 
It is interesting experience of Romania in state aid for tourism in the period before accession to the 
European Union. We specify that during this period, the authority which was responsible for 
authorizing state aid from the point of view of its effects on competition was the Romanian 
Competition Council. [11] After accession to the European Union, Community state aid law became 
directly applicable in Romania and prevailed over the national one. 
 
According to Emergency Ordinance no 77/2014 regarding national procedures in the state aid field 
and the amendment and completion of the Competition law no. 21/1996, with the consequent 
modification and completion, Romanian Competition Council fulfills the role of national contact 
authority in relations between the European Commission and public authorities and institutions, other 
state aid providers and state aid beneficiaries, involved in state aid procedures. [10] 
 
So, in 2002-2006 in Romania the dynamics of the share of state aid for tourism in the value of the 
national state aid is presented in figure no. 2. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure no. 2. State aid for tourism in Romania 
Source: Report on State aid granted in Romania between 2004 – 2006,Romanian 

Competition Council, www.ajutordestat.ro 
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According to figure no. 2, it is noted that the highest share of the state aid for tourism in total was 
registered in 2002 and in 2006. In terms of value, we note that, the maximum level was registered in 
2004, being 12 381.50 thousand RON. 
 
There is applied the linear regression model, in order to assess the impact of the state aid for tourism 
granted in Romania in 2002-2006. 
 
In this regard, there were analyzed the information about the amount of state aid granted in Romania, 
the number of tourist reception structures with tourist accommodation functions and the number of 
tourists' arrivals (table no. 1). 
 

Table no. 1 The value of the indicators analyzed 

No. Years Amount of state aid 
granted, thousand RON 

The number of tourist 
reception structures with 
tourist accommodation 

functions, units 

The number of tourists' 
arrivals, thousand pers. 

1. 2002 5 885 3 338 4 847 
2. 2003 6 465 3 569 5 057 
3. 2004 12 382 3 900 5 639 
4. 2005 3 804 4 226 5 805 
5. 2006 5 699 4 710 6 216 
6. 2007 3 918 4 694 6 972 

Source: Elaborated by author based on the information in Report on State aid granted in Romania between 2004 
– 2006, Romanian Competition Council, www.ajutordestat.ro, Romania's Statistical Yearbook 2006, Romania's 
Statistical Yearbook 2007, National Institute of Statistics, www.insse.ro 
 
It has been found that the variation 11.66% in the number of tourist accommodation facilities with 
functions of tourist accommodation it could be attributed to the evolution of state aid, as a result of 
applying the linear regression model. Also, the variation in the number of tourist arrivals 88.75% 
could be attributed to evolution of the number of establishments of tourists' reception with functions of 
tourist accommodation. 
 
In the context of the before, it is noted that state aid can have an indirect impact on attracting tourists 
in the country and therefore on tourism development. Also, in Romanian there is developed and 
implemented different de minimis aid to develop tourism, especially rural tourism. 
 
Noteworthy that in 2017, Romania's Competition Council has approved the de minimis aid scheme 
”Support granted to stimulate investments related to heritage conservation and the maintenance of 
spiritual traditions and heritage”. This scheme is relevant to the Measure M07”Basic services and 
village renewal in rural areas”, sub-measure 7.6  ”Investments associated with the protection of 
cultural heritage” of the National Rural Development Program 2014-2020. [13] 
 
The purpose of the de minimis aid scheme is granting non-reimbursable financial support for the 
preservation of local heritage and traditions in order to stimulate rural tourism activities, to increase 
the attractiveness of rural areas and to stimulate the development of the local business environment. 
 
Estimated total budget of the scheme with the possibility of allocating the estimated amounts annually 
is the equivalent in RON of EUR 45 million. The total estimated number of beneficiaries under the 
scheme is 285. 
 
With reference to the scheme above it should be noted that according to information submitted by the 
Agency for Rural Investment Financing in Romania, in the period 01.05.2017-31.05.2017, it were 
selected 111 projects for funding under sub-measure 7.6. [18] 
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Subsequently, they are evaluated their impact on rural tourism development after the implementation 
of the projects. 
 
Also, state aid for development of rural tourism has been granted by other Member States of the 
European Union. We will present some of the state aid schemes examined by the European 
Commission [21]: 
 Italy–state aid scheme “Infrastructures and information for the development of sustainable tourism 

in rural areas” (SA.45037 (2016/N)) and “Renovation and restoration of the architectural heritage 
of villages and rural landscapes” (SA.45038 (2016/N)). The measure covers investments geared 
towards improving the quality of tourist services and the accessibility of rural areas, with regard to 
economic, social and environmental sustainability. 

 United Kingdom - state aid scheme ”Rural Development Programme for England”. The support 
measure consists of granting subsidies to encourage tourism activities.  
State aid scheme ”Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020 - Sub-measure 
7.5 – Rural Tourism Scheme”, the scheme is geared towards natural and built heritage projects, 
which can serve as a key factor to encourage rural tourism, while preserving the built and natural 
assets of the rural community. 

 Cyprus - state aid scheme ”Funding scheme to small and medium-sized enterprises for the 
promotion of alternative forms of economic activities in the field of rural tourism”, the support 
measure being granted in the form of guarantees and is targeted at small and medium-sized 
enterprises. 

 
In this context, we can see that the developed countries have also granted state aid for the development 
of tourism. 
 

2. Rural Tourism in the Republic of Moldova 
In the Republic of Moldova, tourism is one of the priority areas of the national economy. This 
contributes to creating jobs, attracting investments and promoting the country's image externally. 
 
Tourism is the set of relationships and phenomena that result from traveling and staying in any place, 
other than their place of residence, for a period of less than one year and for a purpose other than the 
pursuit of a paid activity in the place visited. [1] 
 
Rural tourism is one of the most widespread forms of tourism in the Republic of Moldova. More than 
80% of the tourist destinations in the country are located in rural areas, with traditional 
accommodation services, with various gastronomic traditions, with specific Moldovan hospitality, 
which is an attraction for foreign tourists and creates prerequisites for the development of the 
receiving tourism. [25] 
 
Purpose to article 3 of the Law no. 352-XVI of 24.11.2006 regarding the organization and 
development of tourism activity in the Republic of Moldova, rural tourism is a form of tourism 
developed in the countryside and oriented towards the use of local tourist resources (natural, cultural, 
etc.), knowledge of the rural environment, its specific activities, local customs and traditions, peasant 
farms and farmers. [1] 
 
Rural tourism has a positive impact on the national economy and especially on the rural economy, by 
creating jobs, attracting investment, increasing the living standards of the urban population, 
modernizing rural infrastructure etc. 
 
Note that, there is a rich culture and traditions, carrying out specific agricultural activities in rural 
areas in Moldova, which are essential elements for the development of rural tourism. There are several 
active forms of tourism in the Republic of Moldova, such as: wine tourism, business tourism, rural 
tourism, spa tourism and others. [5] 
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It is necessary to mention that at present the tourism sector is one of the strategic development 
directions of the Republic of Moldova. In this regard, it is useful to appreciate that in the period 2012-
2016, according to information provided by the National Bureau of Statistics of the Republic of 
Moldova, it has increased the number of foreign visitors to the country from 12 797 in 2012 to 15 668 
in 2016, which was an increase of about 22% 
 
As for the dynamics of other statistical indicators that characterize tourism activity in the Republic of 
Moldova, this is presented in table no. 2. 
 

Table no. 2 Tourism in the Republic of Moldova 
No. Indicators 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

1 

Number of tourists accommodated in 
the collective tourist accommodation 
structures with functions of 
accommodation 

268 189 271 541 283 001 278 855 306 307 

2 
The number of tourist reception 
structures with tourist accommodation 
functions 

257 264 275 249 252 

Source: Prepared by author based on data from the Bank of statistics Moldova, National Bureau of Statistics of 
the Republic of Moldova, www.statistica.md 
 
According to the information presented in table no. 2, notes that in 2016 the number of tourists 
accommodated in the collective tourist accommodation establishments has increased as compared to 
previous years. Thus, in 2016 there were accommodated 306 307 tourists in the collective tourist 
accommodation establishments, which represented an increase of about 14% compared to 2012. 
 
In 2012-2014, the number of tourists accommodated in the collective touristic reception facilities with 
functions of accommodation has registered a growth trend, it has increased by 14 812 tourists. Also, it 
is noticed that in 2015 it diminished insignificantly compared to 2014 and constituted 278 855 tourists. 
 
Although the number of tourists decreased in 2015 compared to the previous year, it remained still 
higher than the one recorded in period 2012-2013. 
 
As regards collective tourist accommodation establishments, their number increased in 2014 compared 
to 2012 by about 7%. But, during the period 2015-2016 the number of collective tourist 
accommodation establishments with accommodation functions decreased compared to the period 
2012-2014.  
 
Thus, in 2016 there were registered 252 collective tourist accommodation structures with functions of 
accommodation which represented a decrease of about 8% compared to 2014, but an increase of about 
1% compared to 2015. 
 
The largest share of the collective touristic reception facilities with functions of accommodation 
owned hotels and motels, accounting for 38% of the total. [16] 
 
As for tourist and agro-touristic pensions, which is one of the accommodation structures characteristic 
of rural tourism, we mention that their share constituted only about 10% of the total. Also, their 
number increased in 2012-2016, from 19 pensions in 2012 to 26 pensions in 2016, which represented 
an increase of about 37%. [16] 
 
Also, it is noteworthy that according to the World Tourism Forum Dedicated to Tourism 
Competitiveness Global Report 2017, the Republic of Moldova ranked 117th out of 136 analyzed 
countries (table no. 3). 
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Table no. 3 Ranking of countries according to the competitiveness of tourism 
No. The country Ranking 

1. Spain 1 

2. The Russian Federation 43 

3. Romania 68 

4. Ukraine 88 

5. The Republic of Moldova 117 
Source: Prepared by author based on data from World Tourism Forum Dedicated to Tourism Competitiveness 
Global Report 2017, http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_TTCR_2017_web_0401.pdf 
 
Although the statistical indicators for tourism in the Republic of Moldova registered a trend of growth 
in the international ranking of tourism competitiveness it is placed in the last places. 
 
Also, it is necessary to specify that there are certain deficiencies in the sector that have a negative 
impact on the development of rural tourism, such as: 
 the reduced number of accommodation facilities in rural areas,  
 lack of investment in rural infrastructure,  
 the insufficiency of the technical-municipal endowment (sewerage, water supply, electricity) in 

rural areas, 
 the unsatisfactory condition of the access routes to the tourist destinations located in rural areas, 
 the absence of traced rural routes, 
 lack of tourist facilities in the vicinity of rural attractions and others. [22] 
 
Several policy documents have been developed in order to develop rural tourism, which include 
actions in this respect. Here are the main actions stipulated in the Moldovan policy documents: 

 
Table no. 4 Development Strategies in the Republic of Moldova 

No. Policy document Actions 

1. 

The National Development 
Strategy "Moldova 2020", 
approved by Law no. 166 of 
11.07.2012 

Ensure a sustainable foundation for the rural economy and raise 
employment levels in rural areas 

2. 

Tourism Development 
Strategy "Tourism 2020", 
approved by Government 
Decision no.338 of 
19.05.2014 

Specific objective 1. Improving the normative framework in the 
field of tourism in accordance with the requirements of the tourism 
market, linked to the European standards, in particular: 
Action 8) Simplifying business start-up procedures in the field of 
rural tourism; 
Specific objective 2. To capitalize on the national tourist potential 
and to promote the image of the Republic of Moldova as a tourist 
destination 
Action 3) The use of active forms of tourism at the present stage 
Specific objective 3.Regional development of tourism 
Specific objective 4. Increasing the level of training of specialists 
and the quality of tourism services 
Specific objective 5. Technological modernization of the tourism 
industry through the use of information and communication 
technology 

3. 

The National Regional 
Development Strategy for the 
years 2016-2020, approved by 
Law no. 239 of 13.10.2016 

Specific objective no. 2.Ensuring sustainable economic growth in 
the regions 
Measure 2.3.Strengthening and developing tourism infrastructure in 
development regions 

 
According to the information presented in table no. 4, we can see that in order to develop rural 
tourism, the Republic of Moldova will focus both on modernizing and developing the existing 
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infrastructure and on attracting investments in this field, as well as the simplification of the business 
opening procedure, which will contribute to the development of the competitive environment on this 
market. In table no. 4, there are presented the actions which are to be taken to develop tourism in 
accordance with national policy documents. Also, we note that actions in this sense are also provided 
for in regional and local policy documents.  
 
Concurrently with the development of the tourism sector, including rural tourism, the Republic of 
Moldova applied to various funds with external financing. The following are some of externally 
funded projects that Moldova applied for tourism development (table no. 5). 

 
Table no. 5 The projects with external financing applied by the Republic of Moldova 

No. Project Name Implementation 
period 

The cost 
(thousand 

Euro) 

 
Description 

1. USAID Moldova 
Competitiveness Project 2015-2020 19 504. 93 

The purpose of CE-WIN project is to continue growing and 
expanding key competitive industries in Moldova and to 
intensify USAID’s efforts to build local sustainability and 
partnerships. The project focus is on the following industries: 
Information and Communications Technology (ICT); wine 
production and export clustered with the tourism sector; and 
light industry (clustered textiles and apparel with footwear 
sectors). 

2. 

Eco-carpathians - Eco-
Business Development in 

Border Carpathians as 
Chance for Better 

Economic Competitiveness 

2013-2015 37.39 

The purpose of project is promoting cross-border cooperation 
activities between mountain area, in production and 
marketing of farm products, of traditional handicrafts and 
eco-tourism in order to develop a solid eco-economy through 
consolidation of small business. 

3. 

Developing cross border 
tourism by promoting the 
Mansion of Manuc Bey, 

Elena Ioan Cuza Mortuary 
Complex and the Blesciunov 

Mansion 

2013-2015 2 498.44 

The purpose of project is improvement of the economic and 
social situation from the corss-border region by increasing the 
contribution of the tourism sector to the regional economy 
and developing sustainable capitalization opportunities within 
the Hincesti-Vaslui and Odessa Region. 
 

4. 

Rehabilitation of 
medieval Voievod Court 

Lăpuşna for touristic 
visits 

2013-2014 694.35 

Overall objective(s): Enhancing cross-border cooperation 
between regional communities in the field of cultural and 
historic tourism, unlocking the potential of regional 
communities, improving tourism infrastructure and increasing 
the number of visitors, promoting the image of historical and 
cultural value of the locality and its inclusion in regional 
tourism circuit. 

5. 
Medieval jewelleries: 

Khotyn, Soroca, Suceava 
mejekss 

2012-2015 3 003.22 

The purpose of project is to increase the economic 
competitiveness and attractiveness of the Soroca-Suceava-
Hotin region by implementing in cross-border partnership 
activities related to enrichment of tourism potential and 
promotion of common cultural and historical values. 

6. 
The development of 

tourist routes in cross 
border zone Nisporeni-Prut 

2008-2010 425.47 

The purpose of project is Intensification of cross border 
cooperation between regional communities aiming at the 
tourism promotion in frontier zone and at increasing the level 
of efficiency when utilizing the local and regional tourist 
patrimony. 

7. Eco-rural tourism in 
Lapusna Forest 2006-2007 79.30 

The project is aimed at enhancing cross-border cooperation 
between the Hânceşti District Council and the Iasi County 
Council in the field of tourism promotion and increasing the 
efficiency of the use of local and regional tourist properties. 

8. 

Upper Prut A new tourism 
market offer for Moldovan 

and Romanian cross-
border area 

2004-2005 250.30 

The project focus is realization of tourism marketing offers 
for the Moldovan and Romanian partner's cross-border area 
using the experience and know-how transfer from the Spanish 
partner. 

9. Sustainable tourism 
development in Moldova 2000-2006 857.06 

The project is focused for developing international and 
domestic tourism in Moldova, in an integrated and sustainable 
way, promoting a long-term national strategy in the field of 
tourism. 

Source: AID MANAGEMENT PLATFORM, http://amp.gov.md 
 
The funds presented in table no. 5 were accessed from different external partners. In October 2016, 
Moldova's Competitiveness Project financed by USAID and the Swedish Government through Sida 
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and implemented by Chemonics International Inc, there has launched an appeal to fund development 
projects in various industries, including rural tourism. 
 
The overall objective of the project is to develop rural tourism in the Codru region (center of 
Moldavia) and Stefan Voda (south-eastern Moldavia) by improving tourist products and services that 
highlight the authenticity and local traditions. In particular, it is intended to: 

– diversifying the national tourist offer with new tourist products; 
– improving the quality of services and human skills in the field of tourist hospitality; 
– improving tourist infrastructure and tourist attractions. 

 
There are planned positioning of Moldova as an attractive tourism destination through these actions, 
with quality products and services, increasing the turnover in the field of receiving tourism and 
increasing the number of tourist service units. The budget of the projects varies depending on the type 
of enterprise from 300-600 thousand lei (about 15-30 thousand euro) [20]. 
 
Another recent cross-border project to promote rural tourism was launched in Soroca. The project 
"Rural Tourism - a Safe Step to Enhance Cross-Border Cooperation between Soroca and Iampil" is 
implemented with the financial support of the European Union. The aim of the project is to strengthen 
the capacities of tourism service providers and local authorities in the Soroca and Iampil districts to 
develop and promote rural tourism through cross-border cooperation. [24] 
 
The cross-border project includes a series of training sessions, study visits to tourist boarding houses, a 
guide for tour operators, four festivals, a tourist map, video spots and even a documentary film that 
will highlight the tourist heritage of the Soroca and Iampil districts.  
 
The infrastructure of some public cultural institutions will also be improved, and 15 tourist boarding 
houses (nine from Soroca district and six from Iampil) as well as local authorities in both regions will 
strengthen their tourism marketing capabilities. [24] 
 
So, local and central public administration authorities and legal entities have the possibility to apply to 
different projects with external financing for the development of rural tourism. 
 
As regards state aid to Moldova, we would like to mention that on 16.08.2013 the Law no. 139 of 
15.06.2012 on state aid entered into force. This law is a new law for the Republic of Moldova, until 
the adoption of this law there is not a legal framework in the field.  
 
The authority that is responsible for authorizing, monitoring and reporting state aid is the Competition 
Council. 
 
Law no. 139 of 15.06.2012 on state aid establishes the legal framework for the ways of authorization, 
monitoring and reporting of the state aid granted to beneficiaries from all the sectors of national 
economy. 
 
According to Law no. 139 of 15.06.2012 on state aid, state aid is any support measure which fulfills 
cumulatively the conditions 

 
Figure no. 3 The notion of State aid 

Source: Law no. 139 of 15.06.2012 on state aid 
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In Law no. 139 of 15.06.2012 on state aid, there is stipulated that granting a state aid, except in cases 
specified by law, is deemed incompatible with the regular competition environment. [4]  
 
According to the same law, they can be considered compatible with the normal competitive 
environment: 

 regional development aid; 
 the aid granted to SMEs;the aid granted for the research, development and innovation; 
 sectorial aid (including state aid for culture and heritage conservation) etc. 

 
We note that the support measures granted for the development of rural tourism can be included in the 
given objectives, depending on the purpose of the support measure offered, namely attracting 
investment, creating jobs, promoting culture, and more. 
 
So, The Republic of Moldova already having a legal framework in the field of state aid can take over 
the experience of the European Union member states in this field in order to develop the tourism and 
especially the rural tourism. 
 
With reference to the state aid field, it is a new area for the Republic of Moldova and referring to the 
information submitted by the Competition Council in the state aid reports in the Republic of Moldova, 
we can see that until now there were not implemented any state aid schemes to support rural tourism. 
 
Also, we note that state aid is to be granted in order to meet well-established public interest objectives. 
The state aid to be granted must comply with criteria such as [6]: 

 to contribute to a well-defined public interest objective; 
 be an appropriate policy instrument to meet the policy objective envisaged; 
 to have an incentive effect, namely, as a result of the state aid received, the beneficiary to 

change its behavior; 
 be proportionate to the problem concerned, namely, that the same change of behavior with less 

help can not be achieved; 
 to avoid the adverse effects on competition. 

 
State aid must be proportionate to the level of failure to be compensated. So, the surplus support 
measures offered to companies can give them an unjustified economic advantage, which may affect 
the competition environment. 
 
Any state intention to grant state aid for tourism development it is necessary to base it on an economic 
analysis of its effects. The state is to determine the amount and intensity of the minimum aid needed 
for the activity receiving the aid to take place, such as: increasing investment volume, increasing 
employment, upgrading infrastructure, promoting culture, and more. 
 

Conclusions 
Tourism is not only an important sector of the national economy but also a way of promoting the 
image of the country in the world. 
 
Following the study on the development of tourism and the impact of the state aid on the given sector, 
we can conclude the following: 
– tourism is an important factor in the development of the world economy. Over the last few years, 

the number of tourists has increased both at the world and European Union levels; 
– the state aid can have an indirect impact on the attraction of tourists in the country and 

consequently on the development of tourism, which also denotes the experience of the EU 
member countries; 

– in the Republic of Moldova, tourism is developing, which also shows the positive dynamics of 
foreign visitors arriving in the country in the last years; 
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– the tourism sector is also experiencing certain deficiencies that have a negative impact on its 
development and especially on rural tourism; this is also reflected in the international rankings in 
the field of tourism; 

– in order to support the given sector, several policy documents were drawn up, including actions in 
this respect, and several projects with funding from external funds were accessed; 

– in the Republic of Moldova is a legal framework in the field of state aid and therefore can take on 
the experience of the European Union member states in this field in order to develop the tourism 
and especially the rural tourism; 

– the state aid field is a new area for the Republic of Moldova compared to the EU Member States, 
it is important that the State in providing support measures to the rural tourism enterprises to 
correctly identify the minimum necessary for the result indicators to be achieved. 

 
It is worth noting that supporting the business environment by complying with state aid law there will 
exclude unnecessary distortion of competition, more efficient targeting of public resources, and easier 
access to external funds needed to develop rural tourism. 
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